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So great has been public astonUh- 
inent at tlie claims of the Princess Olive of 
Cumberland, and so improbable did it appear 
that A branch of the Koyal Family should be 
suffered so long to remain in obscurity, that not 
only was the assertion received as unfounded, 
but abuse and slander appeared as if licensed 
to attack, without mercy, the character of this 
much injured personage — the sacrificed child of 
parental error ; who, not having the means of 
entering into lawsuits against her numerous 
assailants, led on and sanctioned by ministerial 
influence and injustice, has felt compelled to 
publish her extraordinaiy history to tlie British 
nation, to repel the piercing arrows of malig- 
nity, and remove all doubt on the subject— that 
the civil and canon laws of the kingdom may 
be impartially administered, by a strict invcstif 
giition of her case ; and that an Ithi^tiioiis In- 



IV. INTRODUCTION, 

dividual, of the royal house of Brunswick, may 
thereby obtain her legitimate rights and privi- 
leges. 

 *• • • » . . , . , « ■- 

It is a reflection not less melancholy than 
true, that corruption of prmciple, and lethargy 
of feeling to public weal, and to the dearest ties 
of blood, have long been too prevalent to afford 
the smallest encouragement to patriots of strict 
independence and integiity; otherwise, the 
legitimate Royal Niece of so popular a King as 
George the Third, (the recent father of the 

people, who has left so many genuine family 

• •■»'.. . ' . .. ^ 

documents to his successor and to the nation/ 

respecting the amiable, high-born, and highly-* 

accompUshed Princess Olive of Cumberlandy 

would not have been suffered, at this time of 

the day, to languish for a moment within the 

walls of a prison for a trifling debt, occasioned 

by the minions of ministerial power, without 

almost the common necessaries of life, while so 

inciriy thousands are due to her — ^and the riglits 

ol her legitimate hereditary iiuccession, as the 
. ' " . • ' * « 

only child of the late Henry Frederick Diike of 

Cumberland and of Olive his Duchess, are thus 



iarnipled upon by those in power, contrary to 
all law and justice. — But though it will 1)p 
shown, by the simple detail of these Memoirs, 
that the dearest ties of blood have been injured 
and neglected, and the spirit of the country it- 
self enfeebled by the recent unpopular measures 
of obstinate ministers, still there will be found 
some patriots divested of the g'eneral dismay 
and pusillanimity of national character (like 
the late excellent Duke of Kent, the just favor- 
ite of the British nation) who will defend the 
cause of freedom, by the revival of those laws 
of justice and humanity that have been so long 
prostituted and debased, in this case of a Prin- 
cess of the blood royal of England. 

In a country like Great Britain, professing 
to be free, and boasting of its rights and privi- 
legesj it would be natural to expect, that he 
who advocated its best and dearest interests, 
either in the just cause of a member of the 
Ruyal Family, or in that of an humbler subject, 
Would be certain of ministerial approbation and 
support, thereby becoming an object of general 
esteem, antlcnj(tying the protection nftlie friiMuls 
B 2 



of Uberty (or 9Wh ftttontioii to pid)lic veliare^i 
Imt it MnSl be penseived, by tbe perusal of the 
foU<>wing &i/siit, tbat mioist^^ infli^oce b«9 
detarred «ome fiKW coiwuig forwan)* while it 
Iiat prevented others, eng<iged io the Fripce|s> 
c^ijue. from pttrsuing aneh leg«l j^ws^t^tiQiiaV 
ipeMures p«iiM4 oot by kw «s would lopg ni^ce 
have eilSiired thf [foU veoogvitioo 9nd copiple- 
tioQ of the Pri|)ceS9 Qlive's rights^ prlTiIegeib 
and hereditary 



Hi^ Maj^ty^ who if Qposidered by the fictipfr 
of Iftir lACftpetbteof dping wrong from tlie bigli 
V^spoqyH^Uity of lite miniaters^ is really noi the 
cause of the juDJustiee and inhumanity ex^ci^ 
against his own relation^ the Princess of Cum^ 
berlai^i-'-H^iiice the Princess haa^ been ioMg per^ 
sonally acquaiqted with h)9 moit gr^eiou^f 
Majesty 1^ ^d, at one period (not very remote) 
Her Highness enjoyed the coii^deiice apd favor 
.of ^ Hjs Msyestyi who^ inter aUa^ conferred 
upon her the highly flattering distinction of 
landscape-painter to hims^, which i^qually 
reflected honor to his discrimipa ting taste^ and 
to her superior merit iu this captivating science^ 



But this was at a time, when, for politieal rea- 
sons, she was totally ig:norant of her exalted 
rank. Nay, the Princess, from many considera- 
tions, as will appear from her official letters to 
the serrants of His Majesty on the important 
Eubject of her claims, is so gatisfied of Ms be- 
nerolent, kind, humane disposition, that she 
has not once blamed him fur the great injustice 
done her. It is the ministiy alone who are to 
blame : perh^s piqued at the idea that a 
clamant should mount so far in rank above 
themselves by a simple act of justice, which 
though they may retard for awhile, by ill-timed 
chicanery and disregard to national rights and 
feelings, cannot annihilate or get rid of it while 
the laws of England are in force. That the 
present direful system of ministerial apathy to 
the interests and happiness of the monarchy and 
the people should exist, is much to be lamented, 
by the just and the humane, since it is evident, 
that the esscQCe of the amor iiberlatis has 
flown ; and public virtue, the only safety and 
guardian of all well-regulated states, is no more 
to be found, except in the empty profession of a 
few, who have neither influence nor abilities to 



••■WW  

stem tM torrent! of national doertiptMn said de^ 
f>rayity> aml'^brhig abQiat.a luppy refortnaUoa 
of pdtiri^cimndstaid prindpfts*' 

The following: M^olrs of tihe celebrated 
IndividilaV deveiope a considerable portion of 
the political and femily secrets, and xneasoresi 
5f the lat^ Monarch's reign orrer these realms,, 
hitherto inviolably concealed from the public, 
for f Gallons which will be explained — as well as 
exhibit many public and private letters of va^ 
nous high personages^ particularly those of the 
late Buke of Kent; wherdn he not only does 
justice to the Princess, by acknowledging her 
in the face of the whole worlds his legitimate 
cotisin—rbut^ being entirely satisfied of her high 
rank, and of her moral and virtuous habitSj, 
and mental acquirements^ committed to the 
Princess's guardianship ahd maternal protec- 
tion, the most sacred and precious tredsu):e a 
man is possessed of, or can bestow, namely — - 
the education and sole care of his only child, 
in case of his and the Duchess's deaths. — A 
greater* proof of the sincerity of acknowledged 
tjegitim^cy '^nd friendship^ will not H fcund in 



the annals of history. And wlien we cpnsider 
the high ranks of the parties^ — the sacredness of 
the trust reposed therein, both m a moral and 
political point of view — as well as other re- 
markable testimonies of relationship, such iis 
His Royal Highness generously granting to his 
highly-esteemed cousin .£10,000. out of his 
heritable and moveable property, of Castle-hill, 
jn the county of Middlesex, for preserving the 
ftate and family secrets committed to the 
Princess's discretion, (which do honor to the 
head as well as to the heart of the Illustrious 
Duke, while it places her Highness in a formi- 
dable position in law) — these speak volumes tQ 
the nation. 

Yet, it could have been wished, for the mor;d 
and political honor of the Royal Family, as 
well as the national character, that these 
secrets, which must transpire, would have for 
ever remained in the vale of oblivion, — But tlie 
obstinacy and inhumanity of those in power, 
regardless of such feelings, and deaf to the calls 
of nature and of justice, compel a disclosure 
which, however disagreeable it may be to those 
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GOAcerned^ it is to be hoped;, that it mil ooly 
produce the decree) ^Skct, namely-**^ fair ato4 
impartial investigatioQ^ in order that troth and 
justice may toliiuniA over t^tanny and op^ 
presinQn-r^nd the rights of an Illustrious 
Indivi4ual, the legitiouite Niee^ of King George 
the Thirds may be protected by the eivU and 
canons Uhwb of the empire^ which have already 
acknowledged her^ in the fijfetime of her Uncle^ 
as tl|e important papers hereiQ contained will 
plainly shew. , 



Havin^^ thus iwidi<% given the strong rea^ 
soQS fcNT the pubMcation of these M^m^s^ t^ 
courtepus readers^ it is hoped, will pard<m any 
inaccwacies in point of langpage^ which may 
have escaped the writer^ bdng ai^fured by hini;, 
Ihat nothing ie here set down bat wliat is 
stirictly troe^ an4 wiU bear upon the {Mnnts iJi 
t)ie important c;i^e of tlie Ppnc^ of ^ufUr 
berland* 






PRINCESS OLIVE OF CUMBERLAND, 

.si-tt I -^ •-. *<■■ *'■ *'^' 



jPhE case of this IHustiious Personage, which 
coijibines political measures of the former and 
present reigns of the house of Brunswick, 
with hereditary rights of succession, the found- 
ation of national liberty, is one of the most 
important that has occurred since the days of 
disputed succession between the houses of Lan- 
caster and York, when the power and obstinacy 
of the aristocracy (as at the present moment) 
fomented party feeling, and thereby divided the 
loyalty and aflFections of the people, and made 
the beat blood of the kingdom to flow in 
copious streams. 
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When these civil commotions, so rancorous 
and desolating in their effects, were at length 
happily settled by a desired union of the royal 
competitors, it.'became a^stai^iqftg policy of the 
British constitution to honor, venerate, and 
provide amply for the Royal Family, in order 
t6 prevent feuds and digs^t^ons . betw^i) the 
members themselves, or between them and the 
state, that a recurrence of such national mis* 
fortunes might not be felt* 

•♦ 
As oftc^ as |;his just principle was departed 

f;'Qm, either by the monarchy itself in the disr 
charge of jits sacred duties, on by the usurpation 
of the other portions of tl^ British constitution, 
t|ie aristocracy and democr^y, occasioned by 
ficts of imprudence, injustice, or inhumanity of 
the sovereign, it will be seen, that the. members 
of the reigning Royal Famify invariabfy suffered . 
melancholy instances of whiclf are traced in 
the pages of English history^n the disastrous 
reigns of Charles I, and James IL ;, who, by 
overlooking the future interests and happiness 
of the^ (then) Royal Family, which are inter- 
woven and inseparably connected with the 



!iappinc5s and welfare of the people. These 
two monarchs dared to curtail and demolish 
the birth-rights of the suhject, by unconstitu- 
tional acts and oppression of their ministry and 
privy council ; whereby, the one lost hts head 
and crown, and the other became an outcast 
and miBerable wanderer in a foreign land for 
the rest of his life, justly despised and neglected 
by his people : nor will it ever be otherwise in 
similar cases — for, the greatest moralist that 
ever lived, understanding divine as well as 
human affairs, and all their concomraitant 
causes and effects, says, "a house divided against 
itself cannot stand." 

Hence it must be obvious to all, that the de- 
^I'ivation of the rights and liberties of a British 
subject must ever be held in detestation by the 
lovers of freedom ; since *' the legitimate rights 
" of the people form the grand bond of civil 
*' and religious government, and, {h facto, the 
" bulwark of the state ; a contravention of 
*' which is not only physically and morally nn- 
!' justj but is ever attended with danger ; he- 
f! cause, as in private bonds, it tends to the 
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^ ilsttolutidac^tlie salpred cftfntraet betireeti tho 
^^ pwrtkfei^ tod CO the cesseqae&t miseries that 
'^ iftay thence ensue** t-nmcfa are the wcfr^ of ii 
^reat political writer. But when tbe depriva^ 
tioQ of the l^itimate rights add privil^^ 
Strikes conspieuottsly hcmie at otie of the meoi^ 
bers of the Royal Family ItseH-^ftA iU^triou&i 
mnprdtectedf itatt<k^nt Princess of the blood 
foyai-*^the intmded victim of error^ perhaps of 
crime-^^y the ixilmmaQe obstinacy and mari^ed 
disregard^ indifierence^ and apathy of those in 
poirer; where^ in tli» nhu^c of God^ must 
soehui^nit deprivations and ttneonstittitioBal 
encroachments on the civil and religions lawrt 
of the land end? Where will such ill^^ 
wi^ongs cease ? Since, aecprding^to the ancient 
law of Emgland, as plainly laid down in our 
law bookK, '' The right of blood, whieh is te^^ 
^^ garded in 9II lawfid inheritanee, is founded 
^^ in the v^ time of nativity.** In the K^se 
of the Prlnoess of Cumberland, the sacred birth-i 
r^ht <^ every EngliiHmiaa is insiiked and 
}nvaded, without r^ard to the dvil or canon 
law of the church> or to the veneration and 
respect that ought to b? obediently showQ to 



tlie sign manual and religious acts of his late 
Majesty, and of his greatest statesman and law- 
yer, the Earl of Chatham; and Mr. Dunning, the 
attornej'-geneial : nay, it may he added, with- 
out regard and attention to the high rank and 
hereditary rights of the Illustrious Individual of 
tliese Memoirs, and, in short, to the dignity 
of the royal house of Brunswick. There are 
indeed not a few of the law profession, who have 
informed the Princess, that the decided denial, 
inattention, and ohatinate disrespect shown 
by Lord Sidmouth, secretary of state for the 
home department, and his undersecretary, Mr, 
Hobhouse (and by a few others of that party, 
against whom it can be proved) to examine 
and carry into effect their sacred special writs 
of his late Majesty, according to His Majesty's 
express desire, amount to Treason ,- that these 
public officers are responsible for the disclosure 
of family and national secrets which must evi- 
dently transpire by public investigation ; and 
for any mischief that may thence take place ; 
and that they have therefore subjected tliem- 
selves to, and are liable to he impeached for high 
treason. With regard to these serious legal 
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ritpink)ttS}.thelilrittciciit<Mybiiti4bie«tf tb«%se^ 

'«9I^pfieinti< whether the ^d^meets-Jot iSsf^l^U, 
mievtieli^altid privileges gf a. legitimate Ptinecfss 
K^ith^iblood royal of England^ and the daring 
demam of His late Majesty^s sign manual^ 
mthout . so mu€h as seeing those writings, 
-(although they have been judicially and "pri- 
lately invited to examine them with the eyes 
of cilticHs) are amenable to the injured laws of 
the empire or not. But this she will confiden- 
tially state^ that there will be found in the 
aatd(Hl> many who will compel^ by every means 
in their power, asti^ict legal and parliamentary 
enquiry and investigation of such an important 
national case; not so much from the loyalty 
|tnd a£^tum they may bear to the Royal 
Fanufy^ :pr from th« commiseration and sym- 
pathy they may feel towards^ a muc^njured 
innocent Princess, laboiring under peeuniary 
misfortunesi; by. ber . h«reditary patrimony and 
income beiflg withheld from her, but merely 
for the sajke of due respect and just adminis-r 
tration of the laws of the country, in order to 
guard agsdnst unconstitutional precedents to 
birth-rights and hereditary succession. 



Doctor Wilmot and the parties concerned, 
Were bound by a sacramental oatli of the most 
Solemn tendency, to keep secret Pnncess OUve 
of Cumberland's birth, on certain sacred con- 
ditions; which, if the great Lord Chatham had 
lived, would have been observed. Doctor Wil- 
mot was to have been elevated to the areli- 
biahbprick of Canterbury or York; and the 
five hundred pounds per annum, allowed the 
infant Princess, augmented to one thousand 
when fifteen years of age. Doctor Wilmot had 
no alternative: the child was to have been taken 
from his care, if he refused — agents were 
sent down to Warwick to threaten the 
Doctor; and the Duke of Cumberland had 
opened his mind to Mrs. Horton, (called his 
duchess) as to many family transactions of 
a state nature ; thus, that and tlie laws against 
bigamy impending over his head, will account 
for the just anger of his late Majesty, who was 
never reconciled to the Duke of Cumberland, 
but forbade him and his second duchess the 
court. Doctor Wilmot's daughter was in a 
fiituation, at the period of her delivery of (he 
Princess Olive, that it was thought she would 
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V 

MOO df^iart tbia ii£e ift a deep consumption. 
She afterwards intoroedled for tite preiervatioa 
gf her chUd^ that tb^ terms fehookl lie agnid 
ta tirliicb wer6 proposed ; and Hitle conodved 
tiutt hfir vinuous offipring urotild be, at tihui 
late hoiuv desolated and derived of Wrights. 
But to prooeedi the uraooeot and aauable 
Ihiclisss died of abi^en hearti atid her ra^ 
%lo«t virtue, i^ obediedoe to tbfi will aitd 
dii^Asations of Divine Providenoei assure us 
tl^t she is now in a better world j safe^ resting 
Ui tbe bosom of her God. 

Hie late Earl of Warvv^ck kutfw and revnred 
this amiable voman^: nay^ 86 higUy did hs( 
estimate her good qualities^ that his Ijxad^p 
took a journey of smne himdred miles to offer 
her his hand in marriage^ but he found that 
the Duke of Cumberland hfad obtained ber 
aftctions. He witnessed her marriage^ and 
left England priTately.'-**-[I%is statement was 
from his own lipe43 

Returning to the Prlnceae's nanatiVe, \:t 
observe^ that the middeu and Unexpected death 



of the great Lord Chatham plunged Doctoi* 
Wilmot into the utmost perplexity; for when 
application was privately made to the King, he 
Was referred to the Duke of Cumberland, and 
reminded of the solemn obligations by which he 
had been bound to secrecy^ 

^riie friendship of Lord Warwick was firm 
and sincere : his lordship waited upon the Duke 
of Cumberland, and in 1784 some money was at 
last obtained, and a sacred promise given by the 
Duke, that lie would leave the best part of his 
property to his daughter at his death. " If my 
" present duchess dies before myself, I will ac- 
" knowledge my child," said the Duke of Cuni- 
berland, in one of his last conversations with 
Lord Warwick. At no very distant period 
after his demise, Mrs. H. left England; and 
during her residence abroad she made a will, 
commanding, that at her death no name, or 
- insignia of royalty, should be placed on her 
tomb. 

Doctor Wilmot, disgusted with the insinceri- 
ties of mankind, retired to a living given him 
by Trinity CoUegf, Oxford, and dedicated his re- 
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ntaining years to contemplation^ clerical dti« 
ties^ and a religions life. He depslrted from 
this worlds at an advanced age, reflecting 
honor on the noble femily from which he 
was descended. As to the Doctor's early con- 
nexions, he was intimate with characters of Che 
highest celebrity. Among them was Sir James 
Wright, (Minister to Vcnicei) who was bom 
at Warwick ; his mother residing in Church 
Street when the Doctor was a boy. -She was 
nearly related to Lord Chancellor Northington, 
and the Doctor always possessed her Ladyship's 
s^probation and regard : he was a)so intimate 
with Lord Northington and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, while the Lords Plymouth, Archer, 
and Sandys revered Doctor Wilmot ; and there 
are atill in existence descendants of tiiose noble 
personages, who can testify to the truth of iJiese 
declarations. Doctor Wilmot had also the 
good opinion of the late Marquis of Lansdown, 
(when LordShelboume) and was often entreated 
by that nobleman to meet his lordship at Lord 
Chatham's and the late Bishop of Winchestei-'s, 
(Doctor North,) with whom the Doctor was, at 
one time of iiis Ufe^ on terms of the most bro- 



therly intimacy — (for Lord Nortli and the 
Doctor were at Trinity College together) — and 
although Doctor Wilmot reprehended his lord- 
ship's political career, he was nevertheless re- 
conciled to him in the last years of his life, 
and often visited Wroxton, the seat of his 
lordship, in Oxfordshire. [Truth indeed may 
be subverted for a season, but it will prevail 
at last.] 

Lord Hyde, in the year 1766, had Doctor 
Wilmot constituted a Justice of the peace, in 
his native county, Warwickshire. [A letter is 
now in the Princess Olive's possession to prove 
this fact.] 

That Doctor Wihnot was author of the Let- 
ters of Junius, there can be no doubt ; and in a 
very short time the nation will receive indubit- 
able proofs on that head. — In one of Doctor 
Wilmot'a letters, he says, "May my last legacy 
to the English nation be more acceptable than 
my private labours, whilst living, to benefit the 
community at large." Some of his letters will 
be given in this work ; and the Princess it is 
hoped will, after its appearance, experience 
C 2 



mce &ke protection of tlxe English pieople ; #bcry 
just ia their discriminatum^ and hmiiiaitte ki 
their' faeattSy will tfot hesitatdr to dedcte im'- 
partially^ 

► •■ 

• The Doctor married privately, iit •early 
life, a lady of an iUustrious descent, linder cer- 
tain conditions of secrecy ^r So6ie years after^ 
he was offered the highest ecclesiastical dig^ 
nities in Poland ; but, true to the church of 
Englatid, and faithful to bis King, he refused 
to leave his native couhti^ ; aiid by d^faig so^ 
he gave offence to the iUustrious family ta 
which he thus became allied by hi? marriage^ 
His royal consort, of high and lofty spirit, would 
not consent to live in England, although she 
visited this country, both privately and publicly, 
several timei^^ She loved the Doctor, but am- 
bition and a foreign education influenced the 
Princess of P -'s conduct. Thtis she deter- 
mined to reside abroad ; and the Doctor^ true 
to his marriage vows, led a life of supposed 
celibacy in England. Hence, Princess Olive 
is allied to the greatest families of Europe ; 
and although she is at present deprived 
of all the just dues of ker birth, Imt thfU; 
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of rank, yet it is hoped that Divine Providence 
will protect her, amidst such unmerited ad- 
versities. 

In tlie year 1 767, the Duke of Cumberland 
was married to Olive, the only child of James 
Wilmot, D. D. one of His Majesty's justices of 
the peace for the county of Warwick, by hit 

lawful wife the Princess of P ; and Lord 

Archer and Lord Warwick promoted all in 
their power, the happiness of the bride and 
bridegroom. The Duke pf Cumberland seemed 
in extacy with his young and lovely wife, and 
several months after their union, no couple, of 
high or inferior rank, could be more affectionate 
to each other than the Duke and Duchess of 
Cumberland. The Duchess had two miscar- 
riages, and the late Lord Warwick said, that 
exceeding affliction at the period of Lady G — r's 
intimacy with her royal consort, produced those 
results. The world may uow be informed 
that it was Doctor Wilmot who first checked 
the adulterous amour. His disgust and re- 
prehension was called equally into action, whilst 
his virtuous soul mourned over the heart-break- 
JDg sorrows of hia young and amiable daughter, 
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wbo, with the most plwid and aifectloMte 
demea&aurt endeavoumL to sq)arate her royal 
consprt from the object of his guUty embraceai 
but in v^n were all her affectionate endeavoiurs^ 
foir itbe D^ke mnfedingly persey^^ in bis 
f^Mifir^ and subjected himself to the odium it 
merited^ The loss he sustqine^ of ten thousand 
pounds^ was in part paid I^ the Dudiesf oi 
Ciamberland^s generosity^ upon her leconciKa"* 
tipn with the Duke; and by Doctor WilmotVi 
Interference^ and Mr. Dunning^s legal ^yssistswcei 
he figured mnch better^ as to the damages pind 
$4y Lord G-««— ^ than b9. otherwipp would haT4} 
done. 

Princess Amelia^ the late King's sister^ knew 
pf the Dnchess pf Cumberland's private marr 
riage; and Doctor Wilmot having posses8e4 
that prin€es$*s confidence, performed several very 
inendly services for her Royal Highness^ pf 
which th^re af*e memorandiipis in liis own wri» 
Upgl 

1^ Doetoir was well known to his late Ma^ 
^ty, af¥l ponfidently employed by him. Tlier^ 
ftf^,^]^i|n|;prtaiit pa^ra to |prove tbii £Mtj 



which will not be touched upon, as the object of 
the present work is merely to satisfy the nation u 
to the just claims of the Princess Olive of Cum- 
berland, who, at the first season of her recol- 
lection, found liersi'lf living at a large ancient 
mansion, called St. John's, situated at the west 
end of Warwick. Mr. Robert Wilmot, the fos- 
ter Father of her Highness, rented that man- 
sion and estate of Colonel Money, and lived 
there from the year 1772 till 1783, with 
much respectability. He had a large farm in 
his hands, and was so greatly beloved by the 
poor inhabitants of Warwick, that be brought 
in Robert Ladbrooke, esq. member for the 
borough of Warwick, without any expence, 
entirely by his own interest; for humanity was 
his leading character ; and the poor voters being 
at Warwick the most numerous, he had ac- 
quired their affections and good-will from his 
charitable donations. 

A vile scurrilous writer has dared to question 
the character of this excellent man; but let it 
be told to the world that Mr. Robert Wilmot 
was endowed with the most amiable quali- 
ties ; he was the best of husbands — an ex- 



oellent father^^r-^Oid a sineere Mend^ abounding 
iQ i:;ontinual acts of the nio$t gtperous }iberal-* 
ity. Thus the misfortunes which he afterwards 
knew^ were the result of overflowing benero*' 
knee; and the terqiination of his life at the 
advanced period of eij^ty six years, without 
any ilipess or fnental deficiency, relying 
firmly on the certainty of a better life, will 

convince mankind that he experienced the bless- 

 ••■■• 

ings of Jiis po(i. — ^Yes, such was the man who 

had Princess Olive pf Cumbprland intrusted to 

'  '  ' '''.•'■ 

hi^ care ; and the kindness pf his excellent part- 
mt will ever be gratefully recollected with teara 
of affection by her Highness, who declares that 
her infancy was passed in peace and comfort, 
cherished as she was during her early years, by 
suoh excellent persons, and her beloved grand- 
father, Doctor Wilmot, at their mansion^ St. 
John's, Warwick. 

Mrs. Robert Wilmot, whose maiden name 
was Burton, had been educated at one of the first 
sertiinaries, for ladies, of Jier time. The DuchesB 
of Argyle, and her sister (Lady Coventry) 
w^re her achooUcompanions, when the Miss 
Gunning's vrere at Highgate. 



Miss Burton lost her father (a merchant of 
the city of London) when she was about sixteen 
years of age, and was placed under the giiar- 
tlianahip of the Reverend Doctor Cole, of War- 
wick, (a clergyman of the highest fectitude) 
who experienced the friendship of almost every 
nobleman and gentleman in the county of 
Warwick. 

Miss Barton accepted the addresses of Mr, 
Hubert Wilmot, and they went to Calais to be 
married — not having obtained Doctor Cole'i 
ready consent to the union; the celebrated John 
Wilkes, going over in the same packet, officiated 
as her nuptial father. After that event, they 
returned to England, and were again inarrled, 
by banns, (Mrs. Wilmot being but eighteen 
years of age) at St. James's church, Piccadilly. 
May the remains of sucli worthy characters 
rest in peace. 

^oon after Mr. Wilmot had left St. John's, 
Wai-wick, the Princess of Cumberland resided 
M'ith Doctor Wilmot till the year 1791 . 
She often accompanied him on a visit 
to his friend. Doctor Chapman, (President 



of Triaity CoUege^ Oxford)^ in tbe year 1790^ 
wba?ie Bke experienced tbe most respectful bospi<- 
tality; but at tkat time of her life^ she coa* 
6id^^d herself the niece only of Doctor Wilmq};. 
It is wovthy of observation^ that the Princess^ 
when about seven years of a^e> whitet walkidg 
on the banks of the river A von> m a pleatfUJro- 
ground near Warwick-castle^ by a portion of 
the bank giving way^ was plunged into the 
mtdst of the river^; and continued so Joq^ in 
the water^ that it wag apprehended she had 
9iietfa?r dissolution ; but^ fortunately^ the timely 
a^dof Docton^Haddow>Wale and Hadd restored 
hep to animation ; whilst the noMe animal^ a 
Newfoundland dog^ called Warwick^ that had 
rescued her from a watery tomb, leaned over 
b^j testifying every symptom of aflfectionate 
joy, and innning round her with incessant play. 
The dog belonged to Mr. Robert Wilmo€*8 
gardener^ and Doctor Wilmot gave the animal 
a silver coUar, with the expressive word '' Pro- 
vidence]' engraved tbereoii. The heftrtfelt jdy 
of the Wilmot family on the Fiincess's recovery 
cannot be described. Their solemn thanks 
were returned to the Almighty for her mi- 
raculous deliverance^ «who^ at nine] yeacs of 



age, was styled " the little poet and painter 
of the country;" while, from her fine ge- 
nius, she was noticed by the principal 
families of Warwickshire. At twelve years 
of age, she was nearly burned to death, 
by her muslin dress taking fire: her grandfather 
saved her life, on entering the parlor at the 
moment the flames were surrounding her, by 
rolling her in the carpet. The Doctor passed 
most of his mornings in the cultivation of her 
mind, and very seldom allowed her to visit 
any of the neighbouring families unless he 
accompanied her: nothing indeed could ex- 
ceed his anxiety to promote knowledge 
in the mind of the Princess. Thus, under 
his superior care, she perfected herself in 
divinity, philosophy, poetry, painting, and his- 
tory; and also derived much useful knowledge, 
of the constitution, laws, and civil jurispru- 
dence of her country. The Princess was fre- 
quently surprised that so many law-books were 
placed in her hands; but since the discovery 
of her royal birth, she is satisfied tliat it was 
the anxious desire of her reflecting grandfather, 
that she ehould understand the laws of Eng- 
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land^ the better to qualify her for the illtffitiioii$ 
station in life which he hoped she wonld^ at somd 
lintare period^ hold in the world. The Prj^ncesi 
Was compelled ^o rise at a very early hour^ in 
^order that she might get through her studies 
by jtwelve o'clock of the day, when it was usual 
for herself and grandfather, every fine mornings 
\o pass an hour in the garden, where he would 
^CQcpatiate upon the beauties and wond/ers pi 
nature, and thereby lead her thoughts to la 
contemplation of Providence; as he would ob- 
iServe, that few could examine the" works 
of the Almighty Mdtheut adoring their Oni- 
nipotent Ci*eator! Aleis! how much is it to b6 
regretted, that a man ^dorned with so many 
virtues, should have ^experienced such severe 
domestic trials !r-but so it was; and the 
conclusion of his christian life will amply 
illustrate his humane and moral conduct. 
Respected by most of the surrounding 
gentry, who resided in the neighbourhood of 
her grand&ther at that peaceful epoch, she led 
a calm and innocent life; deriving the greatest 
mental advantage by a constant intercourse 
with characters of the highest polish and 



learning of that day. Many of the heads 
of the University of Oxford were in the habit 
of paying the Doctor friendly visits, and he 
experienced the brotherly regard of the late 
Doctor Hurd, (Bishop of Worcester) until that 
distinguished prelate's death. 

Lady Sarah De Crespigny is living, and her 
ladyship evinced her kind attention and hu- 
manity in reading to Doctor Wilmot (usually 
of a morning) after he was blind, when she 
resided at Barton-upon-Heath, the Doctor's 
parish. 

Tlie Princess of Cumberland also had the 
honor of knowing her, when on a visit to 
her beloved grandfather; and with exceeding 
pleasure rccals to her recollection, the personal 
charms and amiable politeness of her ladyship, 
whose parents, the late Earl and Countess 
of Plymouth, were Doctor Wilmot'a kind and. 
intimate friends when she was a child, 

Ralph Sheldon, esq. of Weston-hall, near 
Long Compton, Warwickshire, was another 
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Mend of Dootor Wilmot% and weH koomi ttf 
llie Prkice88> when flhe iwided at Barton-iqion-' 
Heath; also Mr. Woodfaall, of Thenford-hally 
MeHPthamptMiiMM^ and his lady's nrten^ ti» 
Warn Ingrams^ df Woolford; and so partial 
was Doctor Chapman (Pfesident of Triiitt]^ 
College) and his lady^ to her« when she waft 
a ^^d^ that they oflfered to adc^t her^ when 
they visited Mr. Robert Wilmot^ of Stt 
JfohnV 

Them is an old provwb which says^ ^^ that 
the tender osier will bend to the wind/* which 
morally alludes to youth and its habits^ as to 
the impressions [it may ree^ve from virtuous 
precepts. The Princqss could not have been 
moM 45MefiiUy edujcated than she was under 
tiie proteetioQ of the Wilmot fitmily; very few 
young ladies of the county of Warwick were 
•0 generally respected; the breath of slander 
had never dared its calumnies^ nor envy mis« 
represented any of her actions^ at that happy 
period of her existence: her dutiful conduct to 
Doctor Wilmot^ and her industry in the pur^ 
suits of science, constituted her the dearest 
object of his earthly love. Seldom a day passed 



over for years, that she did not receive 
some commendation from her revered relative, 
as to her rapid improvement in poetry, 
drawing, philosophy, &:c. Can it be rationally 
believed, that a female so educated, could be 
capable of the conduct and principles which 
the late base and unfounded slanders infer? 
The Princess considers that most of her ene- 
mies are instigated by envy and corruption, 
and the love of detraction that prevails in 
malevolent ignorant minds ; while as truth at- 
tendant virtues are generally produced by a 
liberal education. 

At the age of about seventeen years, a veiy 
extraordinary event occurred, which placed the 
Princess Olive in imminent danger. It was 
early in the year of 1799, while she was 
residing at Barton-on-the-Heath, that an ex- 
ceeding depression came over her spirits, and 
a dread that the house which Doctor Wilmot 
then resided in would be broken into by rob- 
bers. The Princess could in nowise account for 
the idea which seemed hourly to gain ascendency 
in her mind. At last she ventured to hint her 
fears to Doctor Wilmot, who was exceeding 
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Migry, aod begged her not to give way to sucii 
treakbesfii; observing,- that there had bcfen up 
robbers in that neighbourhood foi' several 
years, and that shd should rally ber spirits 
to rise abov6 such idle chimeras. She 
.endeavoured to obey her grandfather's com- 
mands, but sleep entirely foi*sook hei^^, and 
she was continually anticipating that her ap^ 
prehensions would be realized. One morning 
she ventured to kneel at her dear relative's feet^ 
imploring him to leave the Rectory for a week; 
her tears and entreaties prevailed ; as shef. 
said, '^ I cannot divest myself of the idea^ 
^' that if robbers should attempt to break open 
^^ the house, they will endeavour to deprive you 
*^ of your precious life." As Doctor Wilmpt 
had received an invitation to meet Lord Aylesr 
ford, and other noblem:en of Warwickshire, at 
the Three Tuns, at Warwick, at the Epiphany 
Session, he determined to accept it ; ob- 
serving, with a smile, " I go, Olive, to cure 
^^ you of your childish fears." Lord Aylesford 
was one of the oldest members of the meeting, 
and Doctor Wilmot's long tried friend. The 
first night of Doctor Wilmot's absence from 
the. Rectory, the Princess ordei'cd three of the 



guns alid two brace of pistols to be loaded, 
^ind commanded two of his men servants to 
Bleep in the Doctors's bed-chamber, which was 
ftext to her own. 

That night passed quietly, and no roblieis 
Came, but still the Princess experienced the 
same weight on her mind, and she sent that 
day for a carpenter and had all the bars of the 
windows nailed down, and the family-pla]te 
collected in sacks and placed in the Doctor's 
bed-room, where the servants that night 
were again to sleep. About nine that even- 
ing, the Princess, herself, fired off one of the 
loaded pistols at the hall-dooi* of the Rectory, 
Which faced the lawn in the fVont of the house; 
and, at eleven o'clock, having seen every door 
of the mansion locked and bolted, she retired, 
with two women-servants, to her bed-chamber, 
previously desiring the men-servants, should 
any persons break into the room, to defend 
her and themselves with the fiie-arms. Over- 
come with care, the Princess fell into a feverish 
slumber soon after she retired to bed, and sup- 
poses she had slept about an hour, whep her room 
door was burst open, and two men with swords 



and pistols in their hands, rushed into tfi€ 
chamber^ followed by three others. It is 
impossible to describe her agony when she 
found herself in the power of fite raffian% 
one of whom held a sword to her throaty and a 
irecond robber presented one of her grand- 
l^her's loaded pistols to her breast^ swearing tiii^ 
most dreadful oaths^ that they would destroy 
lier if she did not tell them where the I^octor 
was^— rhis yahiablei^ and money. She^ how-^ 
f yer^ preserved her senses^ entreating m^rey at 
the robbers bands, who distressed her with th^ 
moist cruel expressions: qeverthelessj she had 
sufficient presence of mind to say that she knew 
nothing of Doctor Wilmot*s concerns^ and that 
he was from home. The robbers then repeated 
^her coMse oaths, and exc^med loudly^ ^^ had 
the Doctor been at home^ as he is a magistrate 
of the county^ we would hare had Ins heart's 
blood/ Whilst die ruffians were abusmg the 
Princess, she perceived one of them standing 
with his arms folded hi a corner of the room, 
and compassion seeming to beam from his eye^ 
He was dressed superior to the rest of the rob- 
bers, who- called him Captsun when they ad* 
dressd him. She now entreated his mercy^ 



vfiih teai-Sj and throwing herself at his feet, ex- 
claimed, " do not let me be destroyed, and the 
Ahnighty God will pardon the taking away the 
property of Doctor Wilmot." — This man bent 
over the agitated Princess, and lifting her np 
from the ground, said, "can you place con- 
fidence in a robber?" — "yes! yes!" replied she, 
" I can — save me from these ruffians, your 
men, and God will yet pardon all your 
fcrimes." The captain of the gang s^d, "I will 
protect you" and pulling off his coat, he placed 
it over the unhappy pleader, holding her with 
one arm to his side, and with the other pre- 
^nting a pistol to his comrades, exclaiming, 
that he would blow out their brains if they 
dared to injure a hair of her head. He desired 
her also not to be alarmed, as the life of her- 
self, and that of all Doctor Wilmot's family, 
should be spared. He theh sent the other 
ruffians out of her chamber, and requested 
her to get into bed and to lie still, as 
eight men were in the house, and if tha 
least noise was made she would be mur- 
dered. The Princess got into bed and the rob- 
ber came to the bedside and said, God bless 
you, if we are taken remember me ! He then 
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1^ the chamber and afterwards nailed the dodf 
on the other side to prevent her from having 
any communication with the other part <rf 
ihe house^ her room being sitnated m .th^ 
left wing of the Rectory. The Princess appre- 
hended that she could never survive that sad 
night: indeed^ her state of mind can be better 
conceived than written. Most earnestly did she 
implore the Almighty^s sacred protection for 
several hours^ and during that never*to-be-fior- 
gotten scene^ she heard nothing but a noise and 
Confusion in the house^ . as it was a single 
mansion on a lawn. The robbers broke open 
aU. Doctor Wihnot's bureaus^ cabinets^ &c. 
and doors of rooiiis^ with hatchets^ making 
a dreadful disturbance^ that iedmost destroyed 
the Princess with fear and agony every time tIle^ 
sounds of such violeiice reached her ears. 
About five in the morning, she ventured to 
' Open the window-shutters of her bed-^room 
that lodged into the church-yard, where she 
saw one of the robbers standing with a gua, 
with its muzzle pointed at the window, when 
she hastily closed the shutters, and waiting 
another hour, she heard the cock crow* The 
house being quiet^ &he ventured to call tli« 



servants in the room next to her, but receiv- 
ing no answer, she again gently unclosed the 
shutters, and perceiving the man was gone, 
and that it was a bright moon-light morning, 
she wrapped a countej-pane round her, leaped 
from tlie window into the midst of the snow, 
barefoot, and, in this forlorn condition, 
ran across the church-yard to the nearest 
former's house in Doctor Wihnot'a parish, 
when she fortunately met some of the early 
farmers going to fodder their cattle. She 
was taken into one of their houses, and 
kindly received, until clothes were obtained, 
and a sufficient number of men collected to 
attend her back to her grand-father's man- 
sion, which she reached about seven in the 
morning, the farmers carrying her thither in 
a ciiair. The most desolate picture there 
presented itself, for the robbers had destroyed 
most of the furniture of the rooms — marks of 
devastation were every where discernable — the 
plate and fire-arms were all stolen — linen and 
other valuables shared the same destiny; the 
servants, however, were found all living, but tied 
with ropes to their beds and scarcely in their sen- 
ses through fright and agitation. As the Rev, Mr, 
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Charles Willes^ of Cherrington^ wte the oldeab^ 
friend of Doctor Wilmot \n th^-t neighbourhood 
(fche son of Lord ChieC Justice Willes) and bA 
adting magistrates the Princess sent to him^ andf. 
about six o'clock that morning she found her-^ 
s^ encii'cled in that worthy and high-minded:: 
gentleman's arms^ who wiept over her aft 
tie thanked God for the safety of Doctor 
Wilmot^ and the Princess. Mr. Willes having^ 
in his official capacity^ taken down hbt 
depositions, sent for Doctor l^lmot^ an^ 
liad handbills circulated about the county 
respecting the daring robbery. Most of the 
surrounding gentry were at BartQn 1>y the iriid^ 
die of the day^ and the Doctcn: came back to his 
desolate home that evening from Warwick . Hur 
behaviour was noble^ ^^ like, himself^ for when 
be entered the house^ he es;claimeds ^^ my loss ia 
6othingy since the lives of my d^ar Olive and 
S^rants ar^ spared T Indeed he was almbfit tHm- 
i^lsed with joy as he held her to his venerable 
bosom ; while^ with genuine piety^ Ht raised hia 
teai'ful eye to that Omnipotent Being who had 
so miraculously preserved the Uvea of himself 
and his household. ^^ God's will be done in all 
thingsr exclsutaed theDoctOF/^ for the Almighty: 



is my strong liokl and tnist." The thieves 
booty was considerable — they took away about 
two sacks of plate, jJwe watches, several most 
Valuable rings, several guns, some jewels, 700 
guineas in gold, lioen, gold boxes, &c.; not 
contented with such plunder, they set running 
three hogsheads of fine old ale, and two pipes 
of wine; the cellar was almost knee deep 
with the floating of wine, cyder, ale, &c. tlie 
men had drank several bottles of brandy, and 
dressed some ham and beef in the kitchen — 
satisfied that no interruption would take place 
from their having bound the Doctor's servants 
to their beds: they then loaded the horses they 
had in their train with the spoil that they had 
taken, and left the Rectoiy, as they said after- 
wards, about five in the morning. 

In two days, some of that daring gang 
Were taken. For entering the Doctor's house 
and many other robberies, they were committed 
to Worcester Gaol, for trial, at the Spring 
Assizes. The County Association of gentlemen, 
to which Doctor Wilmot belonged, prosecuted 
Bome of the robbers at Warwick : the rest 
for different burglaries, as well aa murders. 



were donyiiQted at Wiprcester. ; It was &.pi^9^ 
task for. the Krincesa to giv« evid^n^ .^t Wai^ 
ifick assi^^es.; but. t^e duty that > she owq4 
t£^/ society ; compelled thj^ . .measure; ajM^jSiv 
Alexander Barpn Thono^pson having her ll^gj^ 
ness (then called .Miss Wilmpt) on h^ righti 
hand^ amidst tl^ QiQst crowded x^ourt eve^ 
IpowQ at Warwick, thanked her for thq 
evidence she had given, observiQg, that sh^ 
bad had a most miraculous escape y and that^ 
the providential care of the Almighty ha4 
]t>een manifested in her f^vpr in.aa ^xtrsiprdi? 
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At the conclusion^ ^ the triaV she entreated^ 
with tears, the boon of mercy for the robber whp 
had saved her life, in the most e^rqc^t manner; 
when the judge promised her prayer should be 
attended to^ and expressed his higl^ comme^jda- 
tion of her co^iduct,- — She was led out of com-t;, 
s^niid^t thousands of persons assembled to see 
her, by t^or4 Warwick and Doctor Wilmot, 
and proceeded ^^ireetly to the castle of hvs 
lofdship, where she remained several hours-^his 
lordship showiqg her every possible attention. 
Lfidy Warwick was at that time indisposed m 



her room ; but the Princess Buvy Miss Vernon 
that morning at the castle. 

It exceedingly grieved her Highness, as she has 
been lieard frequently to declare, that she was 
compelled by the laws to give evidence on that 
trying occasion ; but there was no alternative : 
and fi-om one of the robbers turning king's 
evidence against his comrades, he occasioned 
the punishment due to their crimes. Doctor 
Wilniot did all he could to save the robber, 
who had acted au humanely towards his grand- 
daughter ; but that unfortunate man had com- 
mitted so many ofi'ences, that several other 
indictments operated to his fatal end. 

Persons have lately been base enough to 
infer, that the Princess acted unfeelingly, be- 
cause she gave her evidence ; but she refers 
the English nation to the papers of that day ; 
and is satisfied it will applaud her conduct on 
tlie eventful occasion. 

The Princess returned in a fortnight to Doc- 
tor Wilmot's house, rich in the affection and 
approbation of the noblest faroilcs in her native 
county. 
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iftXIte. w)itii4>py r^ult of an, Ul-jttdged. upiDA 
will be passed over^ and her history will 
proceed from the time that she separated 
by ddedfl of mutoal coQS(g|tt frtcHn the gen" 
tlemaa li^ioni she ^t that season considered 
a *»**'f^**. In 1803, the Princess experiencedi 
in a particular way^ the kind attention of liOrd 
Wanrick and her grandfather ; and greatly im-^i 
liroved herself in psdnting; which^ with her 
writing, and the assistance of Doctor Wiknot^ 
prorided her a handsome support ; and wa6 
llistrumental in rendering her known to some 
of the most illustrious characters of the age^ 
|Iis present gracious Maji^ty^ (her royal cousin^ 
though then not known to him as such) by hit 
most gracious patronage^ gr^tly served her» 
She had been favored with a letter of introdnc- 
tkfn to the Marchioness of Downshire^ from the 
Inghly-pinformed and excellent Dowager Lady 
lipnsdale ; which was the prelude to his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales^s fevor ; who^ with 
bis usual polite attention to promote the fine 
arts^ named her landscape-painter to himself— ai| 
honor that the annals of the British Institution 
and the European Museum will estabHsli. She 
was also engaged in writing sever^ works ta 



forward the Interests of ber royal patrons ; and 
published in the year 1807 several works of 
taste — among which was a volume of Poems ; 
an Opera ; St. Julian ; and several poUtical 
essays, that met with much commendation 
and public applause, always moving in the 
circle of superior fashion. Through Miss 
. Duliar, (cousin to Lady D. and G.) she was 
visited by that noble character General Paoli ; 
who honored the Princess with one of his last 
evening visits to a private concert, attended by 
his confidential seeretarj'. Mr. Pitt also visited 
the Princess ; observing, that he knew Doc- 
tor Wilinot, and that he had the greatest 
esteem for his public and private virtues : he 
begged, by a gentleman's hand, the Princess 
would honor him, by accepting .£1000. which 
he presented to her with flattering marks of 
his esteem. It was usual for Mr. Pitt to call 
frequently on the Princess — pay her the most 
friendly attention — and favor her with his 
confidence — on a solemn condition, that his 
mtimacy should be kept a secret from the 
world for that time. Tlie Princess declared 
that she revered Mr. Pitt as greatly as 
fihe did Mr. Fox ; and that his liberal 
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virtW' naactkmed^Owias/.at cMtee. that of a 
^u^erior statcsinw^ ^ ^end^ and- ar ^ntle^' 
«iaiu Trw tp her promise^ the' Primers W 
lienjbi^jtbii^ th^ ctaaot depart irom a solemn 
^^fprance £iy«9 to-l^. Fjit:tV^ friend; as sbe 
?^ greatly Uitrust^ hy ik^m, while the q^otrt 
ef.Generql Carpenter wexe well knoiro to 
hwr, Bnt the Princess soorns to retaliate ib^ 
iBJaries she is suffering, and let the^^Hjr 
blnsh at their persecutions^ Tjie Almighty may 
yet defend her against such violators of the law^ 
of the realm ^hpm she has f;o contend witli; 
"llie sjtpry of Joseph and his brethren ha^ 
been the closest analogy to lier case — ^but thQ 
English nation will judge for itself. Polone) 
Mac Mahon^ if he were aUye^ could well 
answer iifhy the Prii^cesp lost the immediate 
friendship of the Prince of Wales ; for that 
courtier ^having waited one morning upoi| 
her witl^ a message from the Prince; as hf( 
siud^ concerning the patronage of a work 
she was going to publish^ whiqh she had 
respectfully solicited to dedicate to his Royal 
Highness^ (a favor that he granted) the courtly 
d^ceiyer placed h^ arqi roun^ her, a^4. 



Casting himself at her feet, declared that he 
was expiring for her: surprised at his audacity, 
she enquired by what authority he presumed to 
iosult her ; when the libertioe, persisting- in his 
rudeness, compelled her to release herself from 
his arm, and to ring her drawing-room bell 
violently; the footman appeared, when she 
coolly said, " open the door for this gen- 
tleman, and whenever he callB again at 
my house, say that I am not at home/' She 
immediately passed into the next drawing- 
room, but heard the Colonel say, "by G— d 
I will prevent the Prince's patronage for the 
future, madam, for no letter of your's shall 
ever reach his hand." — [This is mentioned 
to prove how unhandsomely she was used.] 
— As to her dutiful affection for the King, 
she has never swerved from it in the least 
degree, let the false assertions of the interestetl 
be what they may. True to ius word, Colonel 
Mac Mahon Buffered no more communication 
to take place between her and the Prince 
of Wales after that period, to whom she 
had addressed numerous letters before upon na- 
tional subjects, which his Royal Highness had 
graciously received and expressed his approba- 
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4^ames LaW0^ the fbotman Of the Doke of 
Vork^ presented such note to the Princess .%f 
|i^ residenoQi Cleveland^row. 

< •  ' 

, In foct> the Princes^ sp^dbt a considei^ble sum 

op tendering services of a literary .nature; and 

CQiKBiders^ that if the nation knew how she had 

Iffritt^n to serve the interest of the late King^ 

Qtt0^ Charlottep and four of their royal soni^ 

lit a d&affected period^ preventing the disdo* 

4111!^ of .many disagreeable &cts to the natioiij^ 

that the English people^ impressed with a sense 

of impartial justice^ wonM es;elaim^ independ- 

fast of her late Royal Uncle*s request^ the Prin«>' 

oess :was richly entitled to that stim : but 

twi^ V^^y ^^^ y^t deyelope the^ inconceivable 

truths. 

Tlie Duchesses of Cumberland and Cambridge! 
honorably treated the Princess^.; and the latter^ 
on reading one of the Princess's works in favor 
of the Royal Family and the venerable King, 
thanked the Princess kindly for the service she 
had performed ; and now the Princess (wishing 
to develope no more fiimily' secrets) comes to 
that part of her history that will do ample cte- 



flit to the best ot Princes, the ever-to-bc-lament - 
ed Duke of Kent, who first attached himself to 
the Princess from reading; her works, and whose 
noble and hnmane conduct will be always im- 
pressed upon her most grateful recollection : 
for however her enemies may insinuate, the 
Princess solemnly declares, that no brother 
whom his Majesty has, could more sincerely 
conduct themselves towards his interest than 
the patriotic Prince Edward, whose superior 
mind was ever true to the throne and the 
people. Honour and humanity induced all liis 
exertions for the benefit of the community at 
larffc. It is true that he greatly disliked Lord 

S and some other of the ministers, but 

Lord Liverpool and Lord Eldon lie revered ; 
and the Princess has often heard him say, 
" God bless my brother, the Regent ! there 
never was a more generous disposition, nor a 
mind more capable of discernment, could un- 
sophisticated truth reach his royal ear." The 
Duke of Kent was in continual private corres- 
pondence with the Princess, several years before 
his lamented demise, on general subjects, and 
so well did be approve of the integrity of 
her conduct as well as political principle^ 



that he constituted her^ in hiBi>wn haMd-ri»ndng^ 
96le protector of his cbild^ &c«y should the^ 
Duchess of Kent d^art this life during bift 
dai^hter^s minority. At the end of this state^ 
ment^ a copy of one of the instruments will be 
giiren to the British publicl - 

Hid Princess gained (:»)nsic(erafole sutiis by her 
superior taste fot literature^ but she solemnly 
declares^ that she never has written one work 
agaiiMt GoYemment : nay^ far otherwise^^^^r 
She has endeavoifred to promote the interest 
of the monarch and the people^ with religious 
and patriotic feeling* Eren when the base part 
of the world was slandering her character^ she 
was busied in successful pursuits, improving 
her niind and devoting her life to benevolenCe^^ 
friendship^ and affectionate solicitude f(Mr others v 
but a lady is sometimes so situated as to be 
frequently slandered^ however she may deserve 
a contrary fate* 

Not to tire the nation with domestic afimi's^^ 
unconnected with the discovery of the Prin- 
cess's birth^ we will now ccmimence with the 
epoch that the late £arl of Warwick chose €0 



inake her Highness acquainted with the rank 
to which she was born. Early in the year 
1815, as Lord Warwick was taking hia 
usual airing on horseback, he fancied he felt, 
for some moinents> a slight attack of apoplexy, 
which induced him, as he informed the Prin- 
cess, to see the Duke of Kent ; he accordingly 
visited his Royal Highness, aud the next 
day the Duke and Lord Warwick met at 
the Princess's residence^ then in Seymour- 
place. With much care and prudent caution, 
the Duke gave the Princess to understand, that 
Lord Warwick liad a matter of the most sacred 
importance to communicate as to her origin, 
requesting that she would bind herself to the 
most solemn secrecy for a time, until they 
could regulate her rights for her advantage. 
The Princess, on her knees, took her sacred 
oath on the Bible, and was then informed 
by Lord Warwick of ttie particulars of her 
birth. His lordship shed tears as he detailed 
the sorrows of the Princess's mother, and the 
praise-worthy conduct of his dear old friend, 
Doctor Wilmot. His affectionate manner great- 
ly affected the Princess, who, casting herself 
before Lord Warwick, embraced his venerable 
E 2 



knees^ uttering^ with incoherent sobs df ides^^ 
pressible feelings her sense oi gtatitude for faiiS 
devotion to her interest. ^^ Would I was more 
worthy of the high rank it has pleased Divine 
Providence to call me to/' exclaimed the agi-^ 
tated Princess ; when the Duke of Kent^ taking 
lier in his anh^ pressed her to hi^ ftill hearty 
sayings ^^yoii will do credit, my dear coimnf to 
the royal femily,** and his delighted &nd hri^ 
mane eye, as he sp6ke, beamed infeffkble go6d^ 
nessas he continued, sayiiig, ^' I will protect yo% 
Olive, with my hcairt's best blood, and see you 
yet restored to your royal rights/* Much con- 
versation ensued, and as Lord Warwick said 
that the papers were at the castle that would 
substantiate the Princesses birth, it wacs deter* 
mined that his lordship should pWceel to 
Worcester privately, as if he wient on some 
law point, as soon as a sum could be raised for 
the expences of his journey. TTbe Princess lost 
no time in obtaining what was necessary, part 
of which, Mr, Beal, a respectable solicitor, of 
Great Abington-street, advanced, by the Prin* 
cess's desire, who called on Mr. B. in person 
to receive the money. Soon after Lord War- 
wick set off to his castle, at Warwick, and 



oonti-ived to obtain an admittance, as the 
papers will prove, of that period. 

Qn his return to London, his lordship wroto 
to the Princess, enclosing a letter for the Duke 
of Kent, which was forwarded to the hand of 
William, his old servant, at Kensington-palace, 
for his Royal Highness; in consequence of 
which, the Duke aften\'ards consulted with the 
Princess and Lord Warwick, when his Royal 
Highness witnessed the delivery and reading of 
the papers, which confirmed Olive Wilmot to 
be Princess Olive of Cumberland : thei'c were 
three packets among tlie papers written, with 
this solemn and awful superscription, " Not to 
be acted upon until the death of the King," 
&c. &c. &c. Some of the papei'S gave tlie 
Duke of Kent serious .concern ; their import 
was connected with the fate of many, besides 
that of the Princess. Tlie Duke, as he perused 
them, trembled with consternation, and ap- 
peared to be convulsed with agonized grief — but 
assured of the Princess's sacred regard for him- 
self, he solemnly bound himself to comfort and 
uphold her until the time of his Royal Father's 
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ffemise; prdVid^ tHe Princess regulated her 
pondiict by his, nvA Lord Warwick's adi^icej 
jfibr did her royal cousin ever forfeit his word, 
altlipi%K he would daily, in bis letters to her, 
rfiqiind her of her itolei^R assu^nce to himself. 
Alas I the nation have very little known, ^ yet^ 
tbe triie (Situation of things ; and the Prin<!ess> 
with a virtuous sense of patriotic feeKi^g, poAr 
dld^^ the n^tidn*s rqpose, and to this 1&^ 
monient i^ aiixioqs for hi& Mbjesty's^ trails 




Robert Owcth Esq. of New LenArk/ wftsin^ 
ir^uced by the Rrittcesfr OKve, to her e^&ki^ 
Prince Edward, with the hope of fopwar<£^ 
that gentleman's humane and charitable pfeaii 
for the benefit of tjie lower classes of soi^ty^ 
afterwards Mr. Owen became sincerely at^ 
tached to the Duke ol Kent, who ^nter^aine4 
the highest opinipn of that gentleman*s moral 
virtues : and Mr. Owei^ has, in all^ paid^ tp heir* 
Highness upwards of one t;hous|tQd poiiQdisf 0t| 
the Puke of |(e^t*s accouiit, as tp the yearly 
sum allowed for the Princess's i^i^pbr^ by l^i$ 
|ate Royal Highness, which Mn Owep ca^ 
tpstify; 



Other sums have been advanced, which it 
would be needless to mention or explain at 
large. Nothing could be more kind than 
Lord Warwick's conduct, who acknowledged, 
with his own pen, the sum he was indebted ; 
as to the money he had received in 1784; 
from the late Duke of Cumberland, for 
the Princess's benefit before his death. Mr, 
Dickinson, executor to the late Earl, has 
demanded such debt frequently of the 
present Earl of Warwick, on the Princess's 
account, but his lordship, although properly 
informed as to the claim, has obstinately re- 
fused to refund one shilling, the principal and 
interest amounting to ^6000-. The Princess, 
when she is possessed of sufficient means, will 
proceed for this just debt. The ^10,000. 
owing to the Princess Olive, on the late Duke 
of Kent's estate, is still unpaid to her (inde- 
pendent of his Royal Highnesa's settlement of 
^6400. a year on the Princess for life.) The 
Duke had solemnly bound himself and his 
heirs, executors, and administrators, to the 
performance of that covenant. The Princess 
on the sudden and unexpected death oi" Lord 
Warwick, experienced the most poignant and 
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bfeaiPtfdlt^grief; she would have been inconfioU 
able biit for thor att^EitJon of her beloved cousinry 
Priitce iEdwardy who suggested to the PrlBo^su} 
the nei^essity there was for fa^ oitni pr(Q6€»Ta-^ 
tibn^ aiid of her keeping her papers from every 
peirafllQ's knowledge ^ as^ said his Royal l£gh^. 
Hess S0 much depends 00 yonr honor nnd 
pnldenee4 As often as the Dnke thus expressed 
hinaself^ the Princess gave -him new assurantces 
of her. integrity and entire devotion to bis ;will; 
though she could not but egress some anxiety 
as to her hirth being known, as she hadraQter** 
tiiined some fears respecting the operations of 
the royal marriage act^^ but they wer^ need- 
less, ■■'■'/ ' '•  ' 
f • . . . . -• 

.'In 1819j the Princess, by the Duke of Keiit's 
desire, received a visit irom General Wetheral, 
to whom s»he Bhewedi under a promise of 
secrecy, the certificates of her royal birth^ &c. 
At the latter end of the autumn of 1819, the 
Rev. JVJr. Rennie waited upon her Highness, 
of whom (^s she knew him to be a welln 
informed clergyman of t^ie ch^rch of Eng- 
land,) the Princess inquired as to the royal 
jrnairiage act, ^nd having; bpui^d hipi \9 



secrecy, she let him see one of the certificatea of 
her royal parent's marriage, when he solemnly 
(declared that it was good in law, and that the 
Princess was legitimate : the Princess overjoy- 
ed, emhraced the old gentleman for his infor- 
mation ; but, at the same time, she recollected 
what the Duke of Kent had stated, and she 
immediately addressed a letter to Ms Royal 
Highness on the subject, reproaching him for 
having expressed any donbts as to the royal 
marriage act, her parents having been united 
in the year 1767, and the act of 55 of George 
the Second; excluding the Royal Family from 
its limits. The Duke of Kent hurried over that 
evening to visit the Princess, and explained 
that he had used a little stratagem in the mat- 
ter, to render the Princess more contented 
until the demise the King. The Duke solemnly 
assured her, that the best intentions had regu- 
lated his conduct, and gave to her a written 
confirmation of a solemn nature, which will be 
hereafter brought forward. Before tlie Duke 
of Kent went to Devonshire, he made the Rev. 
Mr. Jefferson his cliapluin, and promised that 
that gentleman should be one of the preceptors 
to his daughter in her riper years. 
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. .Tke pcutmg: heiweeri the Fiince^d and the 
I^uke w«js tmfy afifecting; he came betek a 
flfeeond tiine to ^^ hev ia bUanns^ and placdng^ 
h^ royal baactoa her forehead^ with teapi» 
dropping' flrom hi^eyes^ ke saluted and blessed 
I&er; «^9^^ ^ at B^y petiirii the^ Hegent shall 
J»o^ afl my flMa%, Olive/* 



The Priflcess, after the Duke had left her that 

evening, felt wipetched; a fatal presentiment 

' ' • I-  

operated on her spirits; yet, she exclaimed, 
^^ €fod will protect him, and we shall allbe 
Happy !*' But no ! it pleased Divine Providence 
to call that virtuous prince to an immortal 
crown of glory in '^ another and a better world I'* 
His lamented death, almost reduced the Princess 
to the grave, her affliction was so severe, IShe 
venerated her' illustrious cousin for his piety 
and benevolence ; in him she possessed a 
faithful friend who would have supported her, if 
Heaven had preserved him, in every trial of 
life. By his dissolution she lost a decided evi- 
dence, as to her royal origin; but it was the 
will of the Almighty. But, time and resignation 
Have softened the sorrows of the Princesses mind, 
who, as soon as the funeral of the Duke of 



Kent and his venerable father, the King;, were 
pver, addressed a letter to Lord SidmoHtb, 
wherein she enclosed a private letter for his 
present Majesty, written with dutiful affection, 
petitioning to be indulged with an audience, to 
enable her Highness to luake hia gi-aeious 
Majesty acquainted with her illustrious birth ; 
in such letter assuring the King, that his Ma- 
jesty's royal protection and favor in a cottage, 
would be preferable to the liighest rank and 
fortune without it, &c. Lord Sidmouth did 
not honor the Princess with any reply, and 
letter after letter weve written by her Highness 
to the Secretary of State, without any notice 
whatever having been taken of such application^ 
The other servants of the crown, excepting 
Lord Castlcreagb, were also applied to, several 
of whom maintained an inflexible silence. 
Lord Liverpool, a conscientious and upright 
character, referred Mr. Boiidillion to Sir John 
Leach, and her Highness waited on the Vice 
Chancellor with some of her papers, at his pri- 
vate chamber, Lincohi's-Inn : he behaved very 
politely, but it is feared, had it not in liis power 
to serve her. Lord f'ltion was several times 
applied tOj and gave an answer thiit referred 
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t^ matter to. the SecretaigF of Stat^ observing^ 
iot^ lus letter^ that he could not mterfere^ 
x^iless. he. received the Secretary of State's 
itjifitructioiifi^ &c.*— The Duchess of Gloucester^ 
was thea written to^ aud several copies of 
qertificates sent her for the gracious know- 
l^(^e of his Majesty. The Duchess of Glou6es-« 
ter» by a note to the Prinoess^ declined her, in-* 
t^rference. Hie Duke of Sussex promised to 
serve the Princess^ and at the residence of John 
iDickenson^ esq.^ Devonshir^place^ declared^ 
im the presence of Mr. Dickenson and the 
IVincess^ that his Royal Highness was perfectly 
s^^fied as to the signature of his late Royal 
Father. 

• .  • ' . • • - ^ • ..... 

^This. was, attested upon oath/ and with, 
twelve a£Gidavits> sent in with a petition for his 
Majesty^ to Lord Sidmouth^ in December/: 
1320. The Duke of Sussex was unfortunately 
unsuccessful. Another royal person saw the . 
Princess^ whom she met with openness, and 
candour^ but he could only« wish her well^ h^ 
had no interest. « 

<   •  . 

.The Princess of Cumberland^ in December^ 



1820, was advised to employ the gentleman who 
recovered the H — t — n peerage. Accordingly, 
Mr. B — II was sent to by her Highness, who 
immediately waited upon her in Alfred-place, 
Bedford-square, to whom she submitted 
some of her papers and proofs of birth, 
which Mr. B — 11 declared were such, that her 
royal birth could not be disputed, and as he 
(Mr. B — 11) had the ear and confidence of Lord 

S h, and particularly Mr. H— b e, 

he could put the Princess's claims into such a 
channel, as fully to insure her bii'th-right. 
Tlie Princess Olive was pleased with Mr, B — ll's 
apparent candour, and allowed him to talje 
copies of several of the certificates in her pos- 
session. Mr. B — U's letters inserted at the end 
of this work, will satisfy the public on tliis 
head. In about a week after the Princess had 
seen Mr. B — 11, he advised the proving on oath 
tlie hand-writing of the several parties who had 
subscribed to the marriage of the late Duke of 
Cumberland and his first Duchess, Olive. Ac- 
cordingly, the most respectable characters were 
brought to London, and twelve affidavits were 
sworn before Sir Robert Baker and Barber Beau- 
mont, esq., at Marlborough-strect; and the per- 
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D^]i^ ttOMf regpaetabie «l*mM:la« ilk vocietye 
liMi- .atiMit b»iig^*-^i- ^tmtd Nod, M. P^ 

4lfiMi> (fete «lr tbe Didce df K:etit\i eitablifth.^ 

W^.-^Mrsk Baytte-^tfhtt B&hiet> esq.-»-lib«. 
lQeiliiet-<-^he Ret. Wittlaiti Crravesj (one ^ tke 
«lM^kki0 to his Royai Highbein tbe late Doke 

%^ It6q«iaintil^ with hit; late Ms^esty's mannei: 
«f Mftiag) —'^^ JJtoffAf es^i-'-^aaA J. Griffiiiy esq. 

* - . - . • 

"Fw^ve lyiidatite of certificates utic} ideiitity 
lidcbi^panied tte petitibti of Princesd Olive to 
^s precious Majesty s tke tiature of suoh peti^ 
tiMi hAxigto ^ntt^tin income td support the^ 
Prkicess ih ht* jMt biwh^i^bt, ia cotofoiv 
mity with his late Majesty's desire^ and 
Hign rnanuaL . tt was also stated^ in such 
petition^ that f^e PiiiicesiS had mahy pap^is 
not copied therein^ ^hicfa ske was tttedoulb 
to inake known to the King. Oh the nia^ 
gin of snch petition was written tbig certi- 
ficates of the Duke and Dnehess of Oufmher- 
land's lawful itaarriage, and of the birth Of th*ir 



only cliild, Piincess Olive, confiiined by hi» 
late Majesty, by his sign maimal. Mr. B— U 
presented to the Piincess a letter soon after 

from Mr. H  — e, in Lord S 's nanrej 

saying, that a petition had been received for 
his Majesty, at the Secretaiy of State's office, 
frith the signature " OLIVE" &c., and Mr. 
B — H assured the Pi-incess that she would be 
immediately put into the fullest possession of 
her rights, as all her papers, &c. had been 
taken down to the King, at Brighton, by Lord 

Xj 1, whom he, Mr. B — 11, saw ready to 

set off on the Princess's affairs. This wag just 
a fortnight before the meeting of Parliament. 
Ml". B — 11 had informed the Princess that he 
had been a length of time in the service of 
Lord Sldmouth, and had much influence 
at the Secretary of State's office, and he 
augured the best success. During this sea- 
son she was at considerable expence, as to 
bringing the i^vitnesses to town, who attested 
the hand-writing, and entertaining those who 
waited in town to meet the enquiries of his 
Majesty, 'should he have expressed his royal 
pleasure on the subject, to that effect. 



^ * Hie dky before his Majesty went to open tte 
jiarfiament^ Jan. 22, 1821^ Mr. B— 11 called 
on the Princess^ and acquainted her Highness, 
in the {presence of several respectable gentle^ 
men^ that the King himself would send to her 
the next day as soon as he had opened the 
ihonse on the 23d; and Mr. !&^11 farther said^ 
that every thing would be done for her Royal 
Highness that she could \insh, as the Privy 
Council had met several times, and were e^en 
latisfied as] to her Highnesses claim: ^^ nor can 
you> Princess/' said he, ^^ be deprived of your 
right, as your birth is indisputable, and con*« 
firm^ by the canon laws of the church of 
England." 

Her Highness at this period told Mri B-*-ll 

tlmt she was greatly straitened in her pecuniary 

affairs, owing to the death of the Duke of 

Kent, and from her Highness not having been- 

able to obtain part of the several thousand 

pounds that were owing, on the late Earl of 

Warwick's account, to her. Mr. B— 11 said,' 

-» •* 
that a couple of thousand pounds should be 

obtained for her Highness directly, merely to^ 



go on with, until a suitable income was 
settled by his Majesty and Parliament. 
On the 23d of January, about five in the 
afternoon, Mr. B — 11 presented himself in 
the Princess Olive's drawing-room, and re- 
questing all the company, which consisted of 
the under-written persons, to be silent ; he stood 
in the centre of the room and said aloud, " I am 
commanded to inform your Highness, that his 
gracious Majesty, George the Fourth, has been 
pleased to acknowledge your Highness in council^ 
and (0 confirm all your royal prerogatives aa 
Princess of Cumberhiud !" The Princess, greatly 
affected, fell upon her knees, and with tears of 
gratitude returned thanks to the Almighty for 
having protected her to that joyful period. 
The persons present, when Mr. B — U informed 
the Princess Olive, that his Majesty had 
been pleased most graciously to acknowleilgc 
her, were John Dickenson, esq. — John Van- 
couver, esq. — Mrs. Kennet — Miss De Serrcs 
- — George Clark Pickering, esq. — and Vei'e 
Smith, esq. Mr. B — 11 stayed dinner with 
these friends, and was joined by General Dts- 
seux, and drank the Princess Olive's health out 
of a silver cup, which he had presented licr, out 
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ef pure respect, as he said. That day was at 
happy one; and Mr. B — 11 appeared in the 
highest spirits imaginable^ and every persotf 
present congratulated the Princess^ on the 
happy termination of her affairs. Mr. B — lly 
at his departure that evenings desifed her 
highness to be prepared to see Lord Eldon 
and Lord Liverpool^ whom he declared were to 
wait on her Highness immediately^ jusi to see the 
original papers^ and to arrange the business- 
finally with her^ as to an income^ establish^ 
Aient^ &Cr 

The- Princess wished to believe Mr. B — Hy 
but she expressed her surprise that no written 
iaiimationr bad been handed to her from Lord 
S- h ^ to which Mr. B — ^H replied^ it was 

never done ; but that as he waa her Highnesses 
agents all communications must be tnade 

from Lord S h to himsiBlf. This he told 

several of the Princess's friends^ whose anxiety 
was similar to her own on that subject. The 
Princess informed Mr.B— 11, that she was greatly" 
distressed for her trades-people's accounts to be 
paid: he said that all would soon be settled, 
and plenty of money found to liberate her fron* 



trouble ; wlien the Princess said, she hoped 
there n'Ould be no necessity to apply to 
parliament on her part, as time was rapidly 
advancing; he replied, that all her affairs 
would be Settled that week ; and calling on 
the Princess one morningj he said, that there 
was but one more delay, in regard to his 
seeing another certificate that the Princess 
had in her possession: This was, perhaps 
to know if the Princess had other papers, 

than those submitted to the S y of 

S— te! Mr. B— 11 stated, that he had the 

unlimited confidence of Lord S and Mr. 

H e, and that he had been privately 

employed in the M n r business by the 

S y of S — te, and of course ■would be 

listened to as one of the most faithful servants 

Lord S  — h had. Some things repeated by 

Mr. B — 11 determined the Princess to make a 
reserve of her communications, for she saw the 

propriety of acting prudently, as Lord S h 

had not answered any of lier letters^ although 
he had been repeatedly applied to from the 
period of his late Majesty's demise, until llie 
period here aihidcd to. 

i- 2 
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The Princess was thus made a complete 

dupe by Mr. B— 11, foi* no Lord S ^h or 

L "  1 called upon her; and one evasion 
followed another, until the 3rd of April ar- 
rived, (the injured Princess's birth-day) when 
Mr. B — ^11 enclosed, to the Princess, a note from 
Mr. H c , saying, that his Majesty's 

ministers could not advise the King further on 
the subject of her Highness's petition. Mr. 
B — ^11, early in January, told the Princess that 

M rs would do well after March, that 

was all they were looking to, as trade would 
flourish, and the worst would be over. The 
Princess could not suflFer^ more injury than this, 

• i 

for Mr. B — 11 prevented all other endeavours 
on the Princess's part, to remedy the expences 
his representation had plunged her into. The 
moment that he saw the Princess had a legal 
certificate of her parents^ marriage, and was 
told that she had other papers in the country 
for safety, that she did not chuse to give 
him the knowledge of, he pretended that he 
should ruin himself, if the Princess's afiairs 
were further proceeded in by himself,^ as he de- 
clared that his bread depended on the favor of 



Lord S h, who, he said, had an inveterate 

dislike to her, as well as Mr. H e. This 

might be the case, hut why should all this be : 
and for what purpose, but to delude her 
Highness? Did Mr. B — U say, that his present 
gracious Majesty had done her the kindness to 
acknowledge her in council? 1!! It is now evi- 
dent, that a political farce was acting, in which 
his Majesty had no part, as truth was withheld 
from him, or his religious sense of justice 
would have induced a respect to his late Royal 
Parent's commands. 

Let the nation pause at this part of the 
business, and reason will point out to the mind 
of every intelligent person, the plan then in view, 
as it was evidently a measure, on tlie part of 
Mr.B — II and his abettors, to gain time, in order 
that the Princess should obtain no interest in 
the House of Commons. 

The following letter from Mr. B — U, was 
received by Miss Lavinia S*****, {the daughter 
of her inconsiderate marriage,) long previous to 
the knowledge of her real birth, and consequent 
character. 
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• Copy of a Utter received from Mr. B-^iL 

^MOji Roifal Terrace, AMpH, Strand^ 

"Jan. 25, 1821. 

^' My Dear Miss Layiiiiaj 

" in cpusequenoe of the time which has heea sptfAi i^ 
ny wideatronrs to have' the wishes of the Princess to^mprrow;^ 
I shall not be able to see her Highness this evening: the whole 
of the delay, nowj rests with the Lord Chancellor, for whose 
answer the Ministers look with as much anxiety as your 
beloyed par<int : I trust he will appoint an early hoar to- 
morrow, if he does, and I hear this night, I will coxae up 
and let her Highness know, and at all events* I wiU. wast on 
lier Highness at twelve o'clock to-morrow, I feel ocofideat 
that finy thing that can be wished, will be imme<Uately done i 
and a& there are oi^ly a few trifling forms to be complied with, 
I feel also satisfied that the good sense of the Princess will 
overlook, with kindness, this unavoidable delay, which has 

mm m 

iJpnc been created by the dull forms of office. Mr. Hobhouse 
promised, this evening, to forward me a notice, (if tiie Lord 
Chancellor let hin know in time) to night. 

'^ I am, my dear friend, 

" Your most faithful servant, 
(Signed) *' Henry Nogbnt Bell. 

" P. S. Ejfcuse me, m I am in a hurry, I mn g^ing ta 
iVhite-hall t^tdn^-^Half ptist five 9 clock, 

. " Directed to Miss Laviaia De Scrres, 
25, Alfred-place, Bedford Sqnare. . 
'' H. N. Bell." 



At the end of this work, some of Mi'. B — \Ys 
other letters will be inserted, and it is hoped 
that honorable friends may yet rise up to 
protect her Highness ; for when it is recollected 
how the Duke of Clarence's illegitimate child- 
ren are provided for, why should a legitimate 
Princess of the House of Brunswick be thus 
deprived of Aer birth-right? She has, with for- 
titude and unprecedented patience, a'^'aited the 
King's pleasure, and feels confident that Ms 
Majesty's name has been used without his royal 
-ranctioD, in the most nefarious way before 
stated; as, had the King acknowledged his 
cousin, would the Ministers have refused an 
audience to the Princess, and to see his late 
Majesty's (her Royal Uncle's) genuine sign man- 
ual : Alas ! this injured and degraded offspring 
of the House of Brunswick, was avoided by 
every servant of the crown, as if it was ap- 
prehended that some new and extraordinary 
mischief was to be found attached to Doctor 
Wihnot's papers. Let it be recollected, that the 
servants of the crown have been addressed, at 
least, a hundred times ; and that characters of 
the highest rank have interfered to obtain the 
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ministers consideration as to the Princess 
Olive's rights. The distressed state of th^ na^ 
tion, the Princess was alive to, when she 
informed Mr. Bell one half of her rights (accord- 
ing to the Princess of Gloucester's allowance) 
would be suflBicient for her. " I love study," said 
her Highness, " and moderate enjoyments ; thus, 
a^ my heart bleeds for the distresses of the 
Iqwer order of the people, it is impossible I can 
feel a gratification in my becoming a burthen 
to the country Had the Princess's letters 
readied his Majesty, enclosed to Sir B. B. 

and to Lord S--^ h, all would have been 

,weU, as the King's heart is too benevolent 
and equitable to act partially, or unfeelingly 
to any of his subjects, of a high or low con^ 
ditiou of life. The Princess's steady attachment 
to th^ late Duke of Kent, was misinterpreted, 
and she has considered that the attention and 
affectionate care of his Rqyal Highness, ofr- 

fend<?d lord S h, who never liked the 

Duke, as his Royal Highness often said. 
The J^rincess is in full possession of niost of the 
private secrets of her royal race ; yet, although 
she has been in prison and distress, not one 
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pt-mter or publisher can say, that she wished to 
recriminate or to expose the crimes of several 
of her enemies. 

In regard to the Duke of York, the Princess, 
in 1809, (as has been before stated) served his 
lloyal Highness, with her literary interest, ex- 
ceedingly, and received the thanks of bis Royal 
Highness, in person, at York House ; also several 
letters from the late Duchess of a most friendly 
nature ; and Mr. Watson (now secretary to his 
Majesty) knows the correspondence and civility 
that passed between the Princess and the Duke 
of Cumberland at that period. The Duke 
of Cambridge also showed her several atten- 
tions of an honorable nature, and she feels the 
highest regard for his welfare. Her Highness 
!ias now tliree volumes of her Political Memoirs 
written, but which nothing but absolute neces- 
sity Will induce her to publish. 

Mr. Bell said, that, " the Duke of York was 
the sole hindrance of lier Higbness being righted, 
for his Roi/al Highness governed the minislers, as 
his Majesty was not fond of political trouble.and 
that tlicy uU did homage to the Duke of York, 
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918 the ^^ ri$ing$unf " Mr. Bell farther informed 
her Higiiness^ tbat^ ^ the Duke of York was her 
inveterate foe; and that Lord Sidmonth took the 
opinion of his Royal Highness before even the 
<MM^**! ! !" Her Highness told Mr, PeU that 
flhe conld not believe his statempnt^ as> slie had 
oonsidared that the Duke of York would be 
anxious to do her every senHiee, if he could be 
bat prevailed upon to see his late revered Royal 
jPather^s royal sign manoal. 

Hie Princess has heard of many kind and be? 
^pevolent actions of the Duke of York ; and she 
trusts^ as soon as this statement meets his royal 
•eye^ that he will confirm the opinion she hag 
long entertained of his disposition; by publicly 
denying these assertions made to his detriment, 
by party machinations. The Prilicess does not 
chuse^ at present^ to write more on this subject, 
still cherishing the hope she may yet be bono- 
rably restored to the bosom of her royal f^ther^s 
family. Thus she will only explain as to the 
petition that was given in the Commons on the 
close of last session. The Princess sent such 
petition to a London member, (being herself an 
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inlialtitant of London) nnd that member gave 
U, uuIiDown to her, to Peter Moore> esq. M. P. 
a gentleman who ia an entire stranger to her 
Highness, and whom she has had no communi- 
cation with on the subject. Slie felt obliged for 
the trouble Mr. Moore took ; but her sur- 
prise cannot be conceived, when two other 
respectable members of that honorable house 
informed her, that the Cliancellor of the 
Exchequer (Mr. Vansittart) rose and said, 
when her petition was read, that " it was 
the petition of a mad woman! 1" The Princess 
is told that a member may say what he 
pleases in tlie house, or she would long ere 
this have convinced Mr. Vansittart of his mean 

and cowardly conduct, which was a m 1 

effort to oppress the Princessj and to deprive 
her oi friinds necessari/ to support her cause. 
Ere long, the nation shall have a statement of 

a few places sold by the bosom friend of , 

which living characters can prove; as a person, 
well known to the Princess, transmitted ^1200. 
for the purchase of one of the places in the gift 

of the T y ; but it is often seen that power 

can take large strides when in its progress 

of completion. 
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The Princess has only inserted, in part, the 
certificates of her birth, as some are not yet to 
be made public ; but as she has given sufficient 
to prove her legitimacy, she will only observe 
that she was committed, to the Fleet Prison, 
under an execution on judgment, with the rank 
and title of her royal birth ; and that the day- 
rules were made out according to her rank, as 
Princess Olive of Cumberland. 

The moment that the Princess came to lodge 
in the rules of the Fleet, the power of her enemies 
was hourly evinced; for agents of every descrip- 
tion were at work to deprive her of credit, and 
so effected their purpose with the woman of the 
house she resided with, that the Princess was 
called an impostor, and all her visitors stopped 
in the shop to hear the most wicked and un- 
warranted slanders, even while the Princess was 
confined on a bed of sickness, with a fractured 
leg, and her life considered in danger. 

She has exceedingly to lament the death of one 
of the best of friends, (her late revered cousin, 
the Duke of Kent,) whose affection may be seen 
by the following papers, in UMiwn hand*writing. 



and who, had he lived, would have protected 
her in the rights of her birth, as he solemnly 
promised that every justice should be obtained 
for Princess Olive on the demise of his Royal 
Father, the King. 

Copies of some 9/ Prince Edward's covenanit 
to kis cousin Olive. 

" To my dearest couaia Olive, Princess of Cumberland, 
&t present called Olive Serres. 

" I hereby appoint and conatitute Princess OlWe of CBmber- 
land, g-vardian and sole protector of my daughter, Alexandria, 
sliould the DuchesB of Kent and myself depart this life during 
my said daughter's minority. 

" (Signed) " Edtvabd. 

" Loudon, August 3th, 1619," 

" London, 
" I solemnly promise the sum of ten thousand pounds to my 
dearest cousin Olive, Princess of Comberiand, at itretent called 
Olive Serres, the instant that the Castle-bar estate, iny pro- 
perty is disposed of, binding myself, my heirs, executors, and 
administrators, to a strict observance of this my sacred cove* 
nant ; fully aware, should Divine Providence take the Duchess 
of Kent and myself, that my dear daughter will find an affec- 
tionate protector and friend. 



so 

11ies6 papers^ with several othei% of higli 
eonsequence^ were verified, as to the hand writ- 
ing, before Master Simeon, of the public-office, 
Chancery-conrt, by one of his late Royal High- 
ness's chaplains, and General Wethei^l, aiSf 
before named in this work. 

AFFIDAVIT 
Made ifi the King's Bench. — Between Stephen 
RoBEY, Plaintiff, and Her Highnest^, Olive, 
Princess Of Cumberland. 



*^ Prificcss Olive 6f Ciimberland, of Alfred- 
place, Bedford-Square, iti the county t)f Middle- 
sex, the above-named defendant^ inaketh oath 
and saith, that in the early part of her life, she^ 
this deponent, lived with^ and passed for, the 
reputed daughter erf Mr; Robert Wilhiot, • who 
then lived at Warwick, and that she afterwards 
resided wholly with the Rev. James 'Wlmot, 
of Barton-upon-the-Heath, in the county of 
Warwick, D. D., this deponent's grandfather; 
by whom she was brought up and educated; 
And this deponent saith, that the grandfather o€ 
the right honorable George Greville, Earl Brooke^ 
i^d Earl of Warwick, n^wried Lady France* 



Wilmot, cousin to the said Doctor James 
Wilmot ; and the said Earl was in frequent 
habit of visiting at tiie house of the said Doctor 
James Wilmot, during the period this depo- 
nent resided with him. And deponent saith, 
that for a great many years previous to the 
said Earl's decease (which took place in the 
month of May, 1816) she, this deponent, 
had been on the most friendly terms witli 
him, and was in the habit of frequently 
corresponding with him, and is well acquainted 
with the said Earl's hand-writing, and also with 
the hand-writing of the saia Doctor James 
Wilmot, and the hand-wi'iting of his late Royal 
Highness Edward, Duke of Kent. And this 
deponent further saith, that about twelve months 
previous to the decease of the said Earl, he in- 
formed this deponent that he considered him- 
self in a precarious state of health, and that he 
was in consequence thereof, anxious to disclose 
a circumstance of considerable importance, re- 
lating to her, this deponent; but that he had 
first consulted his said late Royal Highness Ed- 
ward, Duke of Kent, previous to making the 
disclosure alluded to. And this deponent says, 
that a few days after, the said Earl informed 
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this deponent^ in the presence of the Duke of 
Kent^ that he had communicated to him the im- 
portant secret; but^ that before he^ the said 
Earl^ made further communication to her^ thia 
deponent^ hejrequired this deponent to siv^ear^ 
on her knees> upon the holy gospel^ that she 
would n6t make public any of the documentfii 
which he should hand over to her, until after 
his late Majesty's, (King George the Third's) de- 
cease, with which teims this deponent readily 
complied : when the said Earl informed this de- 
ponent (which information this deponent be<^ 
lieves to be true) that his late Royal Highness 
Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, brother 
to his said late Majesty, was on the 4th day of 
March, 1767, legally married, according to 
the rites and ceremonies of the church of 
England, to Olive Wilmot, the daughter of 
Doctor James Wilmot, this deponents mou- 
ther; and that the ceremony was performed 
in the presence of him, the said late Earl, and 
one J. Addez, and that the certificate of aucb^ 
marriage, is in the hand-writing of the said: 
Doctor James Wilmot, and attested by J*- 
Dunning and the late Earl of Chatham, and is^ 
in the words and figures following :" 



"Mai/ 1»(, 1773; 
" Tliia is tt> certify, that the marriage of the nnder-writlen 
parties was solemnized according to tlie rites and ceremonits 
of the church of Eagland, March the -Ith, 1767, at Lord 
Archer's house, by myself, at nine in the evening. 



(Signed) 


" J. WiLMOT, Minister. 




" Hbhkt Fubderick. 




" Olive Wilhot. 


'CEent at the Marriage : 


" Attested before 


" Lord Brooke. 


" Chatham. 


" J. Addez. 


'■ J. Dunning." 



" And this deponent further saith, that she is 
the daughter of the said late Duke of Cumber- 
land and Olive his wife, and M'as born April 
3rd, 1772, as appears by a certificate, also in 
the hand-writing of the said Doctor James 
Wilmot, and signed, as tliis deponent was in- 
formed, by the said late Earl (and which in- 
formation she believes to be true) by his said 
late Majesty, as well as by the said Doctor 
James Wilmot, tlie said late Earl of Warwick, 
and by the said late Earl of Chatham, which 
said last-mentioned certificate is in the worils 
and figures following:" 
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'* Olifejt llie only child of Henry Frederick^ Doke of C«m- 
borlaad^ and OUve Us wife^ borii April 3rd, 1772. 

'^ James Wxlmot. 
'^ Gboaob R. '' Chathah. 

" Warwick." 

^^ And this deponent saith^ that she was bap- 
tized Us the legitimate daughter of his said 
late Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 
as appears by the following certificate, in the 
hand-writing of the said Doctor James Wilmot^ 
and witnessed by the said Robert Wilmot, this 
deponent's reputed father." 

<' rVarmch, April 3d, 1772. 
" I hereby certify, that the infant daughter of the Duke of 
Cumberland, and Olive his lawful Duchess, was prirately 
baptized by myself, at my mother's (Mrs. Sarah Wilmot*t) 
residence, in the parish of St. Mary, Warwick, three homtt 
after the said infant's birth, by the name of Olive. 

" J. WitMOT, Clerk. 
*' Witness, Robert Wilmot." 

''And this deponent further saith^ that the 
said last-mejitioned certificate has an indorse- 
ment on the back of it, in the hand-writing of 
the late Earl of Warwick, which is in the words 
and figures following :'* 



" I hereby make solemn declaration, that Doctor James 
\VUBiot duly baptized Olive, the Duke <jf Cuiubctland"s 
infant. 

" April 3d, 1 "72. " Warwick." 

"And this deponent saith, that each of the 
particular maiks mentioned in the following 
certificate are the same which the deponent 
now hath upon her person, and which ccitifi- 
cate is in the words and figures following :" 

" Wc, the underwritten, solemnly certify that Princess Olive 
of Cumberland bears a large mole on her right side, and a 
mark upoa her back. 

- Wahwick. - 

•' J. DuNHIMa- 

" Chatham. 
"May gth, 177-1. "J. Wilmot.'' 

" And this deponent fin'thcr saith, that at the 
time the said Earl communicated to the depo- 
nent the circumstances before stated, he had 
not then with him the documents before set 
out, the same having been safely deposited in 
Warwick Castle, his place of residence; but he 
left town a short time afterwards, for tlic ex- 
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press purpose of getting all the documents con- 
nected with this deponent's birth. — ^And this 
deponent saith^ that his said late Royal High-" 
ness Edward, Duke of Kent, having been made 
acquainted by the late Earl, with the fact of 
this deponent^s birth, he was requested by the 
said Earl to be present "^hen the said documental 
were delivered over, which he consented to do ; 
and the various original documents and papers 
connected with this deponent^s birth were 
handed over to this deponent in his presence, 
by the said late Earl of Warwick, And this 
deponent further saith, that his said late Royal 
Highness, Edward, Duke of Kent, fully ac- 
knowledged and considered this deponent as 
the legitimate daughter of his uncle, his late 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, as 
appears by the following certificates, which 
deponent saith are in the hand-writing of his 
said late Royal Highness, Edward, Duke of 
Kent, and are also signed by the said late Earl 
of Warwick :" 

** I solemnly promise my pi'otectlon to my cousin Olive, 
should the Earl of Warwick depart this life before the King. 

•'July 3d, 1815- ^'Edward. 

*' Warwick." 



" Should I die before tlie King, Prince Edward, Uuke of 
Keat, promises his proteclioa to Olive, the daughter of his 
latfi Uode, Uukc of Cumberliind. 
"London, June 3d, 1806. 

" Warwick. 
" Edwakd ." 

" Should I not recover, I solemnly recommend Mrs. Olive 
Serrea, otherwise Olive, Princess of Cumberland, to my 
brother, the Prince Regent, a» the legitimate daughter of my 
late uncle, the Duko of CuiDbcrlaud. 

" January, 15. 

" Edwaed," 

" And this deponent further salth, that among 
the documents handed over to this deponent by 
the late Earl of Warwick, are several, signed 
by his late Majesty, as this deponent was in- 
formed by the said late Earl of Warwick, and 
which she believes to be true ; one of which said 
documents is indorsed in the hand-writing of 
his late Royal Highness, Edward, Duke of 
Kent, as a witness, that the same were handed 
to this deponent by tlie late Earl of Warwick ; 
and this deponent saith, that both of the said 
last-mentioned documents are signed by the 
said late Earl, and are in the worciij and figures 
following:" 
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^* George R. 
^' Whereas it is our Royal command that the birth «f OlWe^ 
the Duke of Cumberland's daughter^ is never made known to 
the nation daring our Reign \ but> from a sense of religious 
duty^ we will that she be acknowledged by the Royal Family 
after our deaths should she survive ourselves^ in return for 
the confidential services rendered ourselves by Doctor Wilsnot^ 
in the year 1759. 

" Kew Palace, May 2d, 1773. '' Chat»am, 

" Waewick, 

*^ Witness Edwarp.'* 

'' George R. 

'' We hereby confirm the legitimacy of Olive, our brother 
of Cumberland's daughter, known hitherto as the child of Mr. 
Robert Wilmot, of Warwick > Only in case of our royal demise 
we will that she be immediately provided for. — Amen. 

*'Jane2d, 180 f/or»; *'WAnwiCK." 

"And this deponent further saith^ that on the 
5th of March and 2d of April, 1816, the lat€ 
Earl of Warwick made the following declare 
ations, which this deponent saith are in the 
hand-writing of the late Earl of Warwick, and 
arc in the words and figures following:" 

*' I hereby make most solemn aiid sacred declaration , th^i( 
I saw his Majesty sign the papers that I hate . delivered to 
Mrs. Olive Serres, of her birth, 

*' London, March 5,181 6. ^^ Warwipk." 



" Should Lliis paper meet tlie eyes ot the Priuce Regent, it 
is solemnly declared thai Mra. Olive Serrea is Priecesa Olive 
of CumbcrlaDd, the only ehild of the late Duke of Ciimberlaml 
snd Olivfe hia first wife, whose marriage I witnessed March -I, 
1767. 

" London, April 2, 1616. "Warwick." 

"And this deponent most solemnly sakh, tliat 
the whole of the documents before set out, and 
which she received from tlic said late Earl of 
Warwick, were handed over to her in theu- 
present state, as the genuine and authentic 
documents, signed by the respective parties 
whose signatures appear thereto. And this 
deponent further saith, that having been in- 
formed by the said late Earl of Warwick, that 
he had solemnly pledged himself to his late 
Majesty, not to communicate the circumstance 
of this deponent's birth until after liis said late 
Majesty's decease, and knowing it to be the 
most anxious wish of liis late Royal Higlmess 
the Duke of Kent, for important family reasons, 
that such circumstance sliould not be made 
known, she, tliis deponent, refrained from 
making public any of the said documents, until 
after the decease of his late Majesty. And 
this deponent further saith, that in consequence 
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of the death of his late Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent^ and also in consequence of the 
refusal of the present Earl of Warwick to pay 
the sum of <£2000. and interest, which had beep 
received by the late Earl of Warwick from this 
deponent's royal father, and which said sum 
the said late Earl solemnly commanded his son, 
the present Earl, to pay, this deponent hath 
been much embarrassed in her circumstances, 
and hath been ' arrested, at the suit of Ihe 
plaintiff in this cause, for the sum of ^10. 10s. 
on a promissory note given by this deponent 
to the said plaintiff, and hath been obliged to 
put in bail in this action ; and this deponent 
humbly submits that, as one of the Royal 
Family, her person is privileged from arrest. 

" Olive. 

. . ... 

^^ Princess of Cumberland.*^ 



" Sworn at 25, Alfred Place, Bedford Squ^j^e, 
the 21st day of June, 1821, before mc^ 

(Signed) " Joshua Platt, by Commissio^i.** 
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Copy (if a letter to Lord Viscount Sidmouth, 
^■c. ^c. ^c. 

" My Lord, 

" I take the liberty of mdosing to your 

]ords1iip, for the consideration of the King, the copy of » 
document signed by his Majesty's royal Father, commanding 
the payment of ^15,000. to be made to his niecG, the 
dangliter of his late Royal Highnese the Duke of Cambfrlaad. 

" As tlie Princess, in whose favor the bequest is made, ii 
desirous to avoid giving authentic publicity to tlie document 
referred to, she has directed me to make ttie present com- 
iiitinication to your lordship^ and to solicit your tordship'i 
ijistructious on so delicate a mstter, 

" Should your lordsliip, however, not consider the commu- 
nication of sufficient mo m entto call for his Majesty's inter- 
ference, the Princess will at least have the satisfaction of feel- 
ing that she is actuated by a dutiful sense of what she owes to 
liie King, and tlie respect due to the memory of her royal Uncle, 
ill giving your lordship the opportunity of laying the matter 
before the King, and receiving Ids commands thereon, previous 
to taking the measure she has been advised to, namely — the 
proving of the document at the Commons, as the Will of his 
late Majesty, and procuring letters of administration to be 
granted to herself. 
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'^ Should your lordship wish to see the original document^ I 
will do myself the honor of waiting upon your lordship with 
% at any time your lordship will be pleased to appoint. 

^' I have the honor to be 

'* Your lordship^s 

^^ Most obedient humble servant^ 

'' Cbasles Khight, 

" Basinghall Street^ 
''27th July, 1821. 

'' To tbe Right Honourable Lord 
Viscount SidmoutliJ* 



Copies of two letten frofn Mr. Knight to Lord 
Eldofiy and his lordships answer. 

" My Lord, 

** I take the liberty of inclosing, for your 
lordshipV consideration, the copy of a document signed by his 
late Ma^sty> commandibg the payiiient of £15,000. to be 
made to bis Biece> the daughter of hi9 late Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland, O'k whose behdtf I liiake the present 
'i^^cation. • 

*' As the payment is directed to be made prhately, I have 
adopted this mode of making the communication, in the hope 



llial your lordship will be pleased to direct jne st to the tonnt 
I ought to tate with respect to the docninent in queitioDi 
and for that object I beg to solicit the honor of a priyite 
audience, that I niay receive your lordfihip's directions on so 
delicate and important a subject. 

" Waiting your lordship's commands, I have the honor to 
subscribe myself 

" Your lordship's 

" Moit obedient humble servant, 
" Chasles Kkioht. 
" Basinghall Strett, 
" 16th July, 1821. 

" To the Right Honorable Viscount Eldon, 
" Lord High Chancellor, &c. ic," 



" Mj- Lord, 

"I wrote to yooT lardship on the IGlh, 
Inclosing a copy of a bequest of £15,000. made by hii late 
Majesty, in favor of hia niece, Olive, the daughter of his late 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, and requested your 
lordship's directions on the subject. Not having been honored 
with any reply, I take the liberty of soliciting your lordship's 
Bttention to that letter, auJ respectfully to be informed by 
your lordship, whether any direction will be given for the 
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ptymeftt of the- bequest j or whether it is his Majesty's 
pieaj|iu?e that the Princess should resort to the ordinary mode 
of pirpceedipg in the CovmoM* 

^^ I ^m your lordship^s 

'' Most obedient hunible servant^ 

f' Chari^es Knioht. 

'^ Basinghall Street^ 
'^ 24th of July, 1821. 

[' To the Right Honorable Viscount Eldon, 
hot^ High Chancellor, &c. &c." 



(f 



Sir, 



** In answer to your notes, requesting 
my directions upon the subject of them, I take leave to state 
to you that I do not conceive it to be any part of my duty to 
give, or communicate, any directions respecting it. If, upon 
any application made to the Secretary of State, he t^nks 
proper to advise with me upon it, it will be my duty to take 
any matt^ into my consideration which he may require me to 
i^ttend to,- and to communicate to Aim what occurs to me upon 
the matt^. What communication he may think proper to 
make to you, or others, is for his determination and not 
miuje. 

t 

m 

*' In retqming this answer, I am governed by an opinion 
that it is not the duty jofjsiy office to interfere, unless Govern-! 



mcDt requires my ad>ice, and not by any want of tbat retped 
which is due !o yoa. <-; 

" I am, sir,  " ' 

" YoTir obedient servant, 

" £ldom> j 
" Charles Knight, Esq." 



Cop^ of a Ittler to his Royal Highness the 
Duke of York, and his reply. 

" Sir, 

" I take the liberty of adilressing your Royal 
Highness on behalf of a lady, the daughter of his late Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland ; and 1 have been indaced 
to adopt this course, from a conviction that your Royal High- 
ness cannot have been made acquainted with all the circum- 
itances attending her claim, for if you had, I feel assured that 
the sense of Justice and homanity (for which your Royal 
Highness is so eminently distinguished) would, long ere this, 
have interposed on her behalf, and have rescued her from the 
accumulated evils to which she has, for a considerable time, 
been exposed. 

" That the lady in question should have beeumadc the depo- 
sitary of documents of consequence to the state, is a circum- 
stance rather to be regretted as her misfortune, than urged as 
the occasion of preventing the recognition of her claim ; ,inii 



t)wn, ikifnttott, moit earnatliy and mpecMHj to eutrekt 
your Royal Highness to grant zne the honor oi a prirate 
audience^ assuring your Royal Highness of her most unfeigned 
attachment to your Royal Highness and the other Ibranches of 
your illnstriouB house^ and her most anxious desire to be 
directed by your Royal Highness as to the course she ought 
to pursue upon so important a subject. 

^'Waiting your Royal Highness's commands^ I have the 
houM to Sftbscribe myself 

'^ Your Royal Highness's 

** Most obedient and dutiful servant, 

'' Charles Knight^ 

'' 26, Basinghall Street, 
i' 16th July, 1821. 



ft 



To HiA Royal Highness the Duke of York/' 



*' Horse^Guards, 
<M7th July, 1821. 

''Sit, 

*' I am directed by the Duke of York to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, and to 
acquaint you that his Royal Highness has repeatedly declined 
all communication, direct or indirect, with Mrs. Serres on the 
subject to which you refer, and therefore c^urnot comply with 



yoar application to be admittetl to a private audience in 
reference to it. 

" I have the honor to be, 
" Sir, 
" Your most obedient humble servant, 

" W.T*TLOR. 

" Charles Knight, esq." 



The Princess of Cumberland's letters to Viscount 
Suhnouth, when his lordship was Secretary of 
State for the Home Department. 



" To the Right Honorable Lord Siihnouth. 

"■ My Lord, 

" When I reflect on the injuries I have 
received, by the refusal of your lordship to forward my claims 
in a proper way to his Majesty, I consider it is a duty that I 
owe to my liigh descent, to inquire of your lordship, why I 
have been suflered to remain so long neglected, and deprived 
of the rigiits which, in common with other younger branches 
of the Royal Family, I atn entitled to ? As soon as the demise 
«f my late Royal Uncle (his late Majesty) occurred, I ad- 
dressed your lordship for his present Majesty's gradoas 
knowledge. In my letters repeatedly sent to your lordship. 
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t unwed y<Hi> for the Kiog's knowledge^ that I hstdbutone 
anxioas desire^ which was — to act in conformity to his Majest;^^ 
royal will and pleasure^ after an audience had been allowed 
i--to shew my papers. If, my Lord, I had been an impostor; 
it was the daty of Ministers to have inquired into my claims^ 
and to have exposed ikem if unjust or illegal. But, iio ! 
my Lord, fevery application was treated with cold and 
apathetic contempt: and although all the writihgs of iaf 
parents* marriage and my birth have been verified, according 
to law, at Judge Abbott's diambers, Serjeants' Inn^ — at 
Master Simeon's office. Court of Chancery,— before Sir Robert 
Baker and Barber Beaumont, esq.-^and twelve affidavits swoni 
and sent unto your lordsliip -, yet, at this late moment^ I find 
myself neglected and oppressed, and without one guinea of 
support from the Government or lloyal Family ! — ^My dear 
late cousin. Prince Edward, (Duke of Kent) supported and 
protected me several years before his lamented death. His 
Royal Highness saw the papers, delivered to me by the late 
Earl of Warwick, of my legitimacy, and there are at least a 
hundred papers connected with my parents' affairs and my 
own 3 and General Wetherel, (comptroller to his late Royal 
Highness) looked over many of such papers, at my residence, 
in his royal master's lifetime. The excellent heart of the late 
Duke of Kent was of a nature to decide, in all events of life 
meeting his eye, with religion and moral justice. Thus he 
loved and cherished me, his cousin 5 and solemnly bound 
himself to see me righted, the moment that the death of his 
late Majesty authorized my papers meeting the eye of the 
nation. 



" My Lord, you KeU inete why my claims are neglected ; 
D mighty cavse exist* ! — But it is a daty that I owe to myaeli 
and the £aglisA nation, to give a narrative of facta as they are, 
UolesB immediate justice is done mc. I am Olive, the only 
(Shild o ihe late Duke of Cumberland, by Olive, hia virtuous 
injured wife ; and very shortly the pnblic shall know the 
' great and forbearing conduct of Doctor Wilmot. To him, at 
one period, the English were indebted for tranquility : it can 
be proved, my Lord. And althongh my health is similar to 
the late iojared Queen's, (my first cousin) from having ex- 
perienced every deprivation and persecution from interested 
enemies, yet I religiously trust the time is not remote, when 
tmth will iriumpli over calumny and oppression. 
" I have the honor to be. 





" My Lord, 




" Your obedient servant, 




" Cute, 


" Ludgote-hill, 


Nov, C, ia21."' 




-^»- 




LETTER ni. 


" My Lord, 






' The season is arrived that admits of no 


delay on my part. 


as to informing the English nation of ihe 


causes that created a lamentable procrastination of my righls. 


For some reasons, 


my Lord, (which I have vainly eudeavcuii'd 


to define) the jus 


tiee due to the commonest subject of thcsi: 


realm?, has been 


rtfiiscd me, your late venerable l^ovcrcign's 




H 
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Itfitiiitto aitee ^'t^y> my L6rd^ have yoa and oChers of EU 
l^eaaat Majeaty's Miaiiterij refotedto aee the original papers, 
copies of whiiGb have been sent Uf yonr lordship, verified on 
oath> as I have t^fore %M, by twdve attested affida^ts of 
characters of the highest Respectability and fortane, when I 
entreated yoor lordship^ immediately after the late venerable 
King George the Third's death, tomi^e known to his present 
Majesty, that I had pa^i% in my possession to prove my 
rights and Intimacy, as Princess of Cnmberland ? Why, my 
liord, did yon rest an instant upon so sacred a subject ? Was 
it honorable or proper, that any person, declaring themselveft 
a Princess of the blood royat, rising from obsenrity, as I didy 
should not be examined as to the assumption of rank of socb 
superiority ? If a legitimate branch of t^e reigning family of 
the house of Brunswicky I, Olive, Prineess of Cumberland, 
belong to the English nation I And, if but on that 
account, as Secretary of State for the Home Departmenty 
my Lord, it was a duty that your high officiaky demanded 
at your hands, to lay my letters before h» gracious* 
Majesty, and to have immediately seen me, in order that 
truth might be supported, or falsehood detected and 
punished! But no, my Lord — after having claimed your 
lordship^s attention, at least, one hundred Umes, I find 
myself buried in the mostdistressing captivity, and thereby 
cxpt)S€d to the most cruel and malignant calumnies: and- 
because the nation can scarcely credit, that a Princess of the 
house of Brunswick, should be denied her birth*right, and 
be held in so destitute uid degraded a situation I . Where, my 
Lord, are religion and moral duty banished to, in the a&inr 
of myseir> And, are not the Ues of nature and blood equally 



violated ! Wliere, my Lord, will royalty end, if such injus- 
tice and insult, place me in the fangi of public odium > Can 
I, my Lord, stem the torrent of personal indignitiea, wlilte I 
am an outcast from my father's house, and left in penury and 
Want, because I happen to be the sacrificed child of parental 
"error ! Had you, my Lord, in the first instance, attended to 
toy respectful letter, inclosed to you for his gracious Majesty's 
knowledge, the honor of my royal father might have be«n pre- 
served, and some prudent arrangement entered into, to have 
accommodated all parties connected with my royal birth. At 
it is at tliis moment, 1 have no alternative, deprived as 1 
am of his gracious Majesty's favor, but to entreat the con- 
siderate attention of the English nation ! 

" The King, my Lord, is of too benign and equitable 
& dtaposition to despise his late Tenerable Father's com- 
mandsj if a fair and impartial statement shoutd meet hit 
Majesty. 

"' But the King, my Lord, is deceived, and I am cruelly 
oppressed ; and the most unhappy results are likely to attend 
the persecutions I have experienced. Before I conclude, I 
publicly call upon your iordsliip to see my papers, not one of 
which have any of his Majesty's Ministers looked at. Then 
by what authority does Mr. Hobhouse and his minions say, 
such papers are fabrications, and thereby call into question, 
the honor and integrity of characters, whose signatures they 
bear, after snch documents have been verified according lo 
llie law of the land > 

"OLrvE, 

" Ludgato-liiilj Nov. 23, I8L'l." 
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** PoHieripi.'^A lady's mind^ my Lord^ it is often said> may 
be understood best by the postscript of a letter. — ^Then I beg" 
leave to say, if I am considered as an impostor^ my Lord^ 
let me have a Trial by Jniy ! If not^ give me, as Olive^ Prrn« 
cess of Cumberland, my dae and lawfal rights. 

. ''Olive/' 



LETTER III. 

" My Lord, 

" Anxious to satisfy his Majesty of thef 
truth of my dum, I this day waited upon one of his late 
Majesty*s trustees, at the public ofilces. of the chancery, apd I 
requested him to see the original papers, bearing his late 
Majesty's sign manuel, bequeathing fo me, his Majesty's 
niece, the sum of J^15,000. should 1 survive his late ^fajesty. 
Such royal bequest was witnessed by Mr. Danniog, Lord 
Chatham, and Lord Warwick 5 and the hand-writings of the 
(Ufferent personages affixed to this humane act of his late , 
Majesty, had been sworn to at Judge Abbott's chambers, 
Sergeant's-inn, and also before Sir John Simeon, Mmseif, at 
the chancery-office. Conceive, my Lord, my surprise, when 
Sir John Simeon said^ that he could see none of my papers, 
but advised ine to consult my counsellor ! I sud, 1 had but 
one intention in visiting him, which was to show him my 
papers, to satisfy his present gracious Majesty, that they 
were genuine. Sir John said, he could not see them but 
officially. I said, *^ Are you. Sir. John, a trustee of his 
late Majesty's estates?" He replied, that he was. I then 



wiid, by the advice of my counsellor, I liad applied to Mm, 
aod tliat I mast file a bill in chancery, if juatice was not done 
me. Ho said, that he could say nothing to it, and opened 
the door for my departure : I could not help observing — is 
this tlie way the niece of his late Majesty is to he treated ! 
IJe said, he was sorry, but be could not help it. 

" Now, my Lord, it is evident that every avenue of jas- 
ti,ce is dosed on me by government, and tliat the hope of my 
enemies consists in the anticipation of my death, under the 
exceeding pressure of unmerited persecutions and injustice. 
'Vyhy, my Lord, should every person that is the least cob- 
nected with ministerial interference, refuse to examine papers, 
that the worst and basest calumuiaters dare to f.tyle fabrica- 
tions ? My papers, my Lord, are called scraps '. And 
why ? Because, to curt^i the size of a packet, worn about 
his person, the late Earl of \Varwick cut away superfluous 
waste paper, in order that the old -writings might be pasted on 
olher paper for preservation, What is more wantiug in 
papers and records, than the written matter therein contained i 
Tlie subterfuge, 'my Lord, resorted to, is degrading — when 
Mr. Hobbousc declared that your Lordship would not see my 
papers because you consider them fabrications ! ! And is the 
discrimination and integrity of twelve gentlemen to be passed 
ovci', who, upon oath, impartially verified the several hand- 
writings of tlie certificates of my birth ? What will become of 
this nation, my Lord, or its people's rights, if the canon laws 
of the church and the legitimacy of English subjects is to 
depend on favor at the Secretary of State's office ? Or what 
Monarch caa be considered in a state of safety, when truth is 



withheld from royal oomprehensioDj and it8 reverse industrit 
ouftly thrust upon his Majesty's belief? Re^eon^der, m; 
Cord^— -recollect the vast d^bt of gratitud^> the memory of 
]iis late Majesty demands at your hands. Are the manes of a 
Chatham^ my Lord, to be insnlted— one of the greatest, 
statesmen of his time — ^becanse yonr lordflthip's judgment is 
unequal to the great question before you ? Have I not suffered 
sufficiently for a lather's errors, my Lord > How many years 
have Ij by the exertion of my own tiJents^ honorably sup* 
pcMted myself? 

'^ Instead of being that humiliated and degraded female 
chat*acter, Mr. Hobhouse, your lordship's jsecretary, insinu* 
ates i did not the present Duke of OrleanS| by bis acqnire- 
niients, assist himself during his sojournment in this country } 
And can the virtuous application of mental acquirement be 
deemed a disgrace ? No ! my Lord 5 it is a superior recom- 
ntondation to public approbation ; and I am p^oud in saying^ 
that my progress in paindng> was distinguished by the most ho- 
norable patronage, tlis present Majesty, through the Mar- 
chioness of Downshire's introduction, constituted me his land- 
scape painter, which my pictures, exhibited in the British Insti- 
tution several years, will verify. My literary productions have 
been numerous, my L<Mrd, and my time usually passed in 
virtuous society, and the improvement of my mind. I have 
lived under no gentieman's protection, my Lord, although 
your secretaries dare to report to the contrary ^ and why are 
such gross insults offered me, my Lord, by the servants of 
the Secretary of State's department ? Are the English people 
divested of decemmcnt, that such violations of justice are 



manifested ? Perhaps the time is not far distant, when j-our 
lordship will find one of the greatest ministers of the ^ was 
my honorable friend ! and that once liis late Majesty sent ni« 
^61,000, by Ihe hands of a peer of these renlms. 1 have also 
received, at differeiit periods, a present of £800. from a friend 
«f my late grandfather's, during these eigliteen years, and 
£2,000. from my late revered cousin. Prince Edward, Duke 
of Kent, ^1.000. of which, Robert Owen, esq. of New 
Lenark, paid me by the Duke of Kent's wish. By my pictures 
I have made £1,500.; and by my publications, more. The first 
charactera of the age have honored me with their friendship r 
and why} From my literary studies — not through any per- 
EOnal tnsult. 

" I have four times as much owing to me on the Earl of 
Warwick'! and the Duke of Kent's estates, (independent of 
. my just claims on government, &c.) than what my debts 
amount to ; and law expences, constitute one third of such 
debts ! Lord Warwick being indebted to me ^6,000. capital 
and interest, of the sum paid to his lordship, ta my guardian, 
crnd Jbr mi/ sole use and benefit, by my late royal father, 
Frederick Dnke of Cumberland, which his Lordship, sensible 
,«f this sacred trost reposed to him, and aware of my just pre- 
ferable claims, has left important documents to his heir and 
luceetsor, the present Earl of Warwick, solemnly requitirg 
him to pay me, the much-injured Princess Olive of Cumber- 
land, as he values a father's blessing, Sc. and the late Earl's 
evccutors have in vain demanded it several times of his pre- 
sent Lordship. And the £10,000. due to me out of the estate 
of Castle-hill, by a grant of his Royal Highness the late Duke 



of Kcnt^ were ia consideration (being Lis oousio) of my 
conce^ding certain important state matters^ and for my 
literary services for himself ^d the ^est of the Royal Family^,- 
whom I ever loved with affection and respect 

'' I give this statement^ my Lord;, to convince the British 
empire^ that my birth-right and personal dignity have greatly 
suffered by the basest slander. There are persons livings who 
qan convince the most sceptic^ of b^lief> as to the tenths I 
have now given to the nation^ to whose noble independency 
and feeling I leave my cause^ fully aware^ that truth an4 
justice will yet prevail over party malignancy and unm9rite4 
persecution and oppression. 

*  

" I am, my Lord, 

f^ Your obedient servant, 

'' Olivb, 

.<' Ludgate-hill, Nov. 28, 1821.** 



I^ETTPR IV. 
'' My Lord, 

'Mt is reported, in the papers of the day, 
that your lordship is about to leave your official situation, a 
measure that will prove satisfactory tjO at least twa thirds of 
the English people ; who, equally with myself, have to deplore, 
that inefficiency and obstinacy should regulate matters, con- 
nected equally with the throne and subject of these extensive 
rcaiuLis. At a loss to account for the blind inconsistency of ii 



Secretary of Slate's conduct, as to the claims and dues of my 
royal biithj I caunot avoid observing, that I consider it 
high time that your lordship should be succeeded in your 
ofBcialties. To what danger, my Lord, has the conduct of 
your lordship towards myself driven the welfare of the royal 
house to which I belong ! In the person of myself, royalty 
is indeed ilcgradet! ! and the name of his late Majesty (of 
blessed memory) insulted ! ! Can it be supposed, that any 
Princess of the house of Brunswick is in captivity, and want- 
ipg a gninea, my Lord? When it is recollected, that the 
English nation contributes to support all tiie Hpyal Family, 
and ipy beiog provided for would not take one shilling out of 
your pocket, ray Lord, or the Royal Family, then why are my 
rights withheld? why am I deserted, and traduced, and the 
memory of my father held up to tbe country's auimadversion 
itiih discredit to the royal house of Brunswick ? It is a 
mystery even to myself, my Lord ; and there is but one way 
or defining the cruelty and impolicy of measures that lead his 
prtsent gracious Majesty into error — for if truths are withheld 
ffom his Majesty, how can George the Fourth administer 
justice tc myself, or religiously observe the injunction of a 
4eparted pnrent ? 

" OUVB." 

" PosUcrtpl.—Mr. Pitt, Mr. Percival, and others of the 
King's olScers, have done me the honor, my Lord, to solicit 
my political opinion, and from whom I have pi'ivately received 
exceeding friendship, &c. Educated by my virtuous grand- 
father, whom Mr. I'itt well knew at the period that wig 
principles connected bim with (be opposition early in that 
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great $tatemaii*s lifCj I am far from tbe character yoin^Iordship, 
<» Ml*. Hobhonse^ have falsely represented to the world} audi 
as I use no 'p«r809*s pen bat my own in the defence of my 
rights, I Tentnre to observe^ li«l jf^nr l&rM^, ^md mmry en0 
4^ his Majesty* $ JUinkteri, ioeii hune why Oiive, PrincsiS ef 
Cumberkmd, has to Imnsni ^mott uneiUkd^for iftfurhif^^ 
and wfy it is prettndsd that there is no truth in her ekimsl 

You BARB WOT, MT LoRD, SEE KT ORIGf HAL PAPERS— TOV 

FEAR THE ETCETERA attached to them ! — Bat right, founded 
on the noUe basis of law and truth^ inay y^et accomplish 
justice. 

** Olive. 
Ludgate-hiU, 

^' 8th l>ec. 1821.'' 
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LETTER V. 

** My Lord, 

^' Confined^ atthis moment, ''to my bed bf 

91 fan, which has dislocated my ande, occasioned by the oiU 

cloth of the stiurs being loose, I sincerdy hope that this letter 

will experience the imhiediate attention of his Mi^esty's 

Ministers, as I am totally improvided with those comforts 

that my fllness requires. I Aall be obliged^ my Lord, if 

some of the arrears of the ^500. per annum, commanded by 

iiis late Majesty to be paid me, be allowed^ as I find it 

imposnble to provide for my daily support without pecuniary 

assistai^", having disposed of the whole of my trinkets doriag 

ny thrte mtmths* captivity. 



" My Lord ! what will become of the Ro^al Family of 
flngland, if one of its lawful Priucessea ii thv> driven to 
penary aud want, by tlie merciless coadact of yoor lordihip 

and other servants of the crown ? 

" Most of the Royal Family, my I^ord, are, at this joyful 

session, participating in alt the good things of this life, sop' 
ported by the generosity of the English nation, to which my 
royal ancestors were indebted for their glorious in dependency'. 
View, my Lord, the sorrows of myself, {the niece of your 
late sovereign. King George the Third, and the only offspring 
of his royal brother, Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland) — 
behold me, faint in agony and anguish, extended npon a solitary 
bed, with but one friend (the late beloied Duke of Kent's 
■on) to administer consolallonj froiQ whose hands my medU 
clnes are token. 

" My Lord, my appeal is made to yon in the name of that 
Almighty God who directs the universe ! and who knows the 
justice of my cause, and supports me in my misfortunes — that 
you will immediately apply to his most gracious Majesty in 
my behalf; or I shall be under the necessity of soliciting a 
Bobscription from the English nation for my present preserva- 
tion, OS it will take some months' before I can recover (ho 
several thousands pounds which are justly due to rae. 

" My Lord, if justice is not immediately done, I stall make 
application to parliament, having papers to produce to that 
(rgislalivo body, that will fully prove my birth and claims to 
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kave beea fooaded on the basis of irrevocable law> and in- 
yiolable ti^uth ! 

^' My Lord, I have waited vith the utmost patience for th^ 
last two years; and I thank Divine Providence^ although 
they h^e been .two years of unspeakable tria]^ that my 
fortitude hsA never deserted me. 

^'Ouve/'* 



Princess of Cumberland to Mr. BelL 

" 21st of February, 1821, 
*' Dear Sir, 

** From the high regard that I entertain 
for the King, I have refrained from consulting any English 
counsel, as I have had no wish but an anxious desire to 
resort to no other testamonials as to my birth, but such as 
could meet the nation's eye in general ! If it is supposed 
tliat I am capable of injuring the Royal Family in 
return, for any sense i>f justice that may actuate jits conduct 
towards myself, persons little know my disposition, or under- 
stand the education that I have received. Yet it evidently 

• 

strikes me, that something unjust and ungenerous is operating 9 
or, would the mandate of the late Monarch of these realms 
have 60 long been treat-ed with apathetic neglect? — Is it not 
JAr, that a child of the late King's brother should 
the just rights which ber birth entitles her to be in 
R :of 1-^Have 1 not widted vath honorable and un- 
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precedented patience? — Have I not endured every insult, 
every injustice? And why has all this been? Because [ 
have loved tlie family that I am allied with too well to expose 
certain errors (to use no harshar language) to the nation ! ! 
Yet, is common civility, attention, or feeling returned for all this ? 
Can I loBger submit to be deprived of my birth-right ? — Can 
I appear what I am not? — Does not self-preservation demand 
that I should vigorously proceed in my jnst canse, however 1 
may lament being separated from jthe hope of his Majesty'* 
affections? — I love my Kingj but is not a barrier placed to 
that love ? — Do I not desire to prove my steadfast affections? 
Yet the servants of the crown prevent my being able to convince 
liis Majesty of my dutiful love! Alas! what will become of 
a nation so situated ? or where will the safety of the Sovereign 
be. If trutb is blockaded from his knowledge? It will be of 
no use to make application to the Ministers, I fear, again. 
Upon recollection, what have I to do with the Attorney- 
General ?— r am not tuppoted to know or conceive THAT 
MEASURE! My petition was to his Majesty! and not 
to lis servants ! And the commands of his Majesly's hte 
august Father, and t!ie canon lau-i of I he realm decide the 
fvettioK easily for the /(iag to comprehend — if truths reach 
lUm. Thus, I must take the best advice, and inform the 
nation of my injuHcs xilh openncsM and trulh — as it h evident 
»ll is amusement that has been offered ybr tny attention, I t-ruly 
fear. 

" I am, dear sir, 

" Your obedient scnat. 
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To the Righl Honorable Lord Sidmouthi Sfa 

Milttchid, 182!. 

*' I mJM oite ttdre tttort to prote ay 
auD0fe7 far hit Ifiytttj's wd&ie^ bjaddmsiiig your lofdaluj^; 
Id Mtreat that yon will obtaia &r me an andimice frith bU 
liitf etty, ia order that I may present to bn Majetfyi womm 
pqperi that may be sernceable^ and which k is of the 
hil^MSt importaaoe, that tiM King alone thonld take notice oL 
Let the world lay as it may, my Lordy as to my prinajdes; 
and miieoncMye my feelings, yet, be assured that I have never 
in my life, injured or undermined any person ; this operated 
as a balm in all my trials — that even supports me aft th» mo^ 
ment, and gives the cheerfulness and fortitude that defies 
injustice. If, my Lord, I did not know myself to be A^ 
niece of your late King, I should not have made the Royat 
Family's gCDerai welfsre tiie first denre, as to many mattera 
in my power, and which I r^pret ever having received the 
knowledge of ^ as, religiously and morally, I am placed in s( 
very delicate situation by the confidence bestowed by my latei 
grandfather— for the diaracters who act religiously, shoulcl 
let impartial justice dictate in all their opinions and actions; 
maldng self advantage the least consideration. Thus, wluk' 
Mr. Bell, my Lord, was assuring me that every thing was 
doing by your lordship to forward my claims with his Majesty, 
I always desired that he would, in so just a cause as I consider 
mine to be, attach no other concerns to it, relying upon the 
wisdom of bis Majesty to discriminate* With regard to the 



park, my Lord, even there I acted in conformity to the con- 
sanguinity which I bear to our Sovereign, Being reailif Prin- 
cess of Cnmherland, your lordship coold never have wished 
me to give up the privileges due to my birth ; that would 
liave been meanness, and derogatory to myself. On the other 
hand, had a polite notice been serred at my place of resi- 
dcHce, that it was his Majesty's order, that I should not go 
through tlie park of St. James's; then, and in aach case, I 
■hoold have respectfully obeyed the King's command from 
choice and duty : equally educated, my Lord, a patriot and a 
gentlewoman, I trust that I shall never depart from loyalty 
and good maoDers. I regret that I shall be under the neces- 
sity of bringing forward many of my late royal cousin's letters, 
to prove my demands upon the late Duke of Kent's estate, 
which contain mixed matters, but situated as I am, no choice 
is left me, howeTec it may concern me to appear unfeeling, 
when very diflerent sentiments ivould actuate my conduct, if 
left to my free choice. As the £500. per ann. has not been 
rsceived by me, since his late Majesty's demise, that was to 
be paid me, till a suitable provision was made me, provided I 
survived his late Majesty, I shall be obliged if the ]-ords of 
the Treasury will be polite enough to grant such income and 
arrears, from the year ISO?, until something is done for me; 
it will enable me to manage my afiaira until his Majesty is 
pleased to serve me. 

" I am, my Lord, 

" Your obedient servant. 
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To the ittghl Honorable Lord Liverpool^ SfC. 

*' My Lord, 

** I did myself tbe honor to address yoQ^ 
IcNrdship in the early part of May last^ on behalf of a lady, 
the dao^^ter of his late' Royal Highness the Duke of Cumber- 
l«Dd> but as yonr lordship was pleased to decline interf^ug 
in the matters to which that letter referred 5 I absUdned from 
troubling yonr lordship any farther thereon; nor should I^ my 
Lord> at tUs time have obtruded the affairs of that lady again 
npQU yonr attention^ except for the anxions desire she has^ to 
avoid giying unnecessary publicity to a document which it 
was the evidmit wish of his late Majesty^ should be recognized 
in a private manner* 

** Trusting^ therefore^ your lordship will do her the justice 
to believe^ that she is actuated by a becoming spirit^ I take 
the liberty of inclosing to your lordship^ for the consideration 
of the King> a copy of a bequest of «^15^000. made by his 
Royal Father for her benefits 

'' The intention of the Royal Donor will be best collected 
from the document itself, upon which^ my Lord, I will make 
no further comment, than observing, that, as the generous 
purpose of his late Majesty was to put his niece in possession 
of ^15,000. on his demise, by way of recompence for the 
misfortunes she had known through her father, I trust that 
-your lordship will feel yourself called upon to exert yout 
powerful iniSnence in her favor, in order to give effect to such 
a beneficient intention : nor, my Lord, can the payment al 



an; time be of so much importance- as at the present; for I 
can assure your lordship that the lady in whose favor the 
beque»t is mBiie, is at this time subject to great pecuniary 
difficulties, and is, moreover, latraoring under coasiderahie 
distress of ii,iad occasioned by the almost certain prospect of 
a prison. Such, my Lord, is the real, but truly painful, situ- 
ation of this most onfortuoate and deserted lady, one whom 
his late Majesty has not scrupled, in the most unquulified 
manner, to acknowledge as his niece; and who now, ia the 
name of that revered pi^rsoiiage, makes, through ine, a solemn 
appeal to your lordship's jaBtice and known humanity, by 
earnestly entreating yonr lordship to interpose on her behalf, 
and relieve her from her present perilous situation by the 
payment of the sum bequeathed, and thereby raise her from a 
state of deep distress to that of comfort and comparative 
independence, 

" Should your lordship require any further information 
upon the subjects to which I have alluded, 1 shall be proud to 
teccis'c your lordship's commands. 

" I have the honor to remain, 
" With the greatest respect, 

" Your lordship's most obedient 
" Humble Servant, 

" Charles Kxjuht. 
" 2C, Basingh all -street, 
" 21st August, 1821. 

" To the Right Honorable (lie Earl of Liverpool." 



To the Lord ChamberhUfh ipc. Sfc. ifc. 

^' I take the liberty of addressing yooir 
tordship to entreat tlie gracious permission of his Majesty to 
be allowed^ as the legitimate daughter of his late Majesty's 
broA^r, (Henry Frederick^ Ihike of Cumberland^) to attend 
Hib coronation > and tit the same time I inform your lordship, 
that I am possessed of his late Majesty's royal confirtnalioh 
of ihy legitimacy, as Princess of Cumberland, b addition to 
the laws of these reakns, there being no marriage act, at die 
period of my toyai parents^ marriage, to operate against its 
legaUty^ — ^but as I hare no wish to ixitrude upon his Majesty's 
presence, without it is Ma leydl pleasure, I beg to say, that 
Ilia Majesty's gracious pleasure being made known to me 
through the medium of your lordship, officially^ will be 
esteemed a favor by, 

*' My Lord, 
'' Your obedient humble servant, 

'' 12th of June; 1821, 

" 25, Alfred-place, Bedford-square." 



 » 



<* Sir, 

'' His late most grarious Majesty having, 
under his sigji teaaual^ comaamkid die payment pf £l5;0QOt 



to be m&dc by his lieir and saccessor, to hU okcc, Olive, tlie 
daughter ofhis late Royal Highness the Duke of Cumbeiland, 
I am directed by the Prineeas, in whose favor the beqnest ii 
made, to enclose you a copy of the docament above referred 
to, for the penisal and directions of the King. 

"' As the payment is commanded to be made privately, 1 
consider it right, in the firet instance, to make the commnni- 
eation through you, in preference to resorting to the ordinary 
coane of proceeding in the Commons, npon so delicat« » 
matter. 

" Waiting his Majesty's commands, 

" I have the honor to be, sir, 
" Your obedient Lnmble servant, 

" Charibs Knight, 
" 2C, Basingli all- street, 
"24th Joly, 1821. 
" To Sir Benjamin Bloom field, Bart." 



" To the Right Reverend FatJier in God, the 
Lord Bishop of London. 

" August 9th, 1821, 

" 25, Alfred-place. 
" My Lord, 

" As Pilncess of Cumberland, I wish to 
confirmed, and shall be obliged if you will perform that 
J 2 
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dacred ceremony. Educated i)y Doctor Wilmot^ my Lor^^ ju^. 
,the true principles of the Christian Faitfi^ it is my duty to 
stricitly conform to its tenets; as reHgious and mqral conduct 
'is the only sure road po the gre^t Author of our existence i^ 
a better world. .- 1 eptreat the honor of an e^fly appointment 
to wait upon your lordship, when I will shew to your lordship 
the^anttority and* confiiiqation of. his lat^ Maje^for^my 
present r^aest^ confident thait your lordship^ as the ^oly 
vk»r i^::JeauB Christy will act impartially i^ this sacr^ 
.matter^ and grant to myself> your late* Sovere^>iigi|re4 
niece^ that comfort that is the only preservative against tl^ 
ills and trials of tfiortal life — ih^ sacrament of pur blessed 
Redeemer, which cannot be taken until confirmation is past.* 
Doctor Wilmot, bound by certain secrets^ by that sacrament^ 
in 1 772, could not ej^plain, until the late King's demise j why 
he delayed my confirmation, which the documents of my royal 
birth fully explain, and which you, my Lord, can be satisfied 
as to all of them having been attested, accordbg to law, at 
Judge Abbott*s chambers^, and at Joh^ Simeon's^ efq. Court Qf 
Chancery, and which I can give your lordship the sight of; 
and which the honor and Justice of his present Majesty would 
in one instant do justice to, if truth could reach his royal earn 
My lord, , as this wish of my heart is connected with th^ hap- 
pincss of a better world, I trust that the high duty man owes 
to his God, when officially aa-IIis servant, will induce you, my 
Lord Bishop,! to rise superior to prejudice, and to perform a 
just and religious act, (due to my inkmortal repose) indepen- 
dcutly of all earthly considerations ; ^ . 

'f Which will confer an honor and favor on, 
<* Ypiir obe4ient Serv^pt, 

« Olive/! 



The Princess of Cumherland teas favored by thif 
answer from the Bishop of London. 

"Fulham, Sept. 10, 1821. 
" The Bishop of London, in answer to the lady, who desires, 
as Princess uf Cumberland, to be cpadrmed, bas the honor to 
Btate, that his genernl coolirmBtion for London and West- 
mioster took place in the Qontha of May and June last ; and 
that n-henevcr another ia appointed, due public notice will be 
given. That lady must feel that the Bishop would not be 
justified in taking any measure which would involve an opinion 
pn her claims; and that it would be higlily improper in him 
to enter into any discussion on a question, which he has not 
authority to examine or decide," 



Princess Olive of Cumberland informs the 
English nation, that the original documents of 
her birth have never been seen by his Majesty's 
Ministers ; all applications for that purpose 
having been neglected by Lord Sidmouth I His 
lordship has refused seeing the Priiicess, or her 
papers, whenever he has been addressed by 
herself, or legal frkndii, on (hat subject! 

Olive. 



The Princess has had all the certificates ot 
her birth duly verified, according to law ; and 
twelve affidavits are now lodged at the Secretary 
of State's office, of highlyr-respectable characters, 
sworn before Sir Robert Backer, Barber Beau- 
mont, esq. and at Judge Abbott's phambers.— ^ 
Lord Sidmouth has declared the originak of 
such attested fa,]^rs fair icalions J without having 

n^xamined ONE OF THE CERTIFICATES; 

Ouv5, 



Thus the Princess is traduced, and incaroe* 
rated m a prison, because the ancient usages of 
constitutional law (which is the Mrtb-right <^ 
every subject) are to be withheld to her injury ! 

The Princess appeals to the nation of her 
ancestors for kind protection and safety, having 
received no assistance whatever from govern* 
^lent, &c. &c, 

Olive. 



A PETITION TO THE KING, 

Sent the 17tU of December, 1821. 



" To the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 

•' The humble PETrTioN of Olive, Princess 
OF Cumberland: 

" Sheweth, 

" Tliat your Petitioner having a demand 
of ^15,000. on his late Majesty's estate, by a 
bequestj dated 1774, referring to his heir and 
saccessor for payment of the same, your Pe- 
titioner commanded her solicitor to address the 
Lord Chancellor on the subject some weeks 
back, when his lordship referred him to the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. 

" That your Petitioner will, therefore, be 
gratefully sensible of your Majesty's condescen- 
sion, if you will be pleased to allow her the 
knowledge of your royal pleasure on this 
important subject, as she is suffering from 
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pecimiary disappointments; yet has but on^ 
desirei ^Hiich is connected with your Majesty's 
good opinion^ royal &vor^ and pFotection. 



(C 



May it, therefore, please your Majesty 
to take your Petitioner into considera-^ 
tion, and to grant ber such relief as. 
your Majesty shall think proper. , 

" And she will, &c.^' 



-*H«iJ4»-- 



TO THB BRITXSH FUBUC. 



The Princess Olive of, Cutnberland will be 
gi'ateful for a sufficient loan, by subscription, to 
enable her Highness to proceed in the recovery 
of her JUST rights, being, at this period, with- 
out fands for that purpose, or daily support !— ' 
not having received one guinea on the account 
of her royal birth, either from government or 
any branch of the Royal Family I ! 
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The Princess has been now nearly ten months 
a prisoner for debt! — and having experienced 
a severe illness, from a dislocated and broken 
leg in the last winter, her health is but indiffer- 
ent at this time. Her appeal is to the patriotic 
and humane subjects of her late Royal Uncle, 
King George the Tliird ; assured that, in this 
trying season, they will become her protectors 
and friends — which preserving kindness she will 
grateiully appreciate to the last moment of her 
existence ! 
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